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Preface

The Photovoice Album presents a collection of 26 photo stories captured by 25 dedicated community youth
volunteers from North and South City Corporation areas of Dhaka. These photo stories shed light on the sexual
and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) scenario in these communities, offering a firsthand perspective on
the issues and challenges faced by women and adolescents living in low-socio economic areas of Dhaka.

The Photovoice methodology employed for this initiative provided a platform for participants to visually docu-
ment and share their experiences, drawing attention to various SRHR issues including use of contraceptive
methods, menstrual regulation, postabortion care, reproductive coercion by families and service providers,
gender-based violence, and abuse of women and adolescents’ rights. Through photography and narrative, the
voices of the community were amplified, providing a unique lens through which to understand the complexities
and nuances of SRHR in these settings.

The capacity building of the photographers was a key aspect of this initiative, as it empowered the youth volun-
teers with the technical skills necessary to capture impactful images and effectively convey their messages.
Additionally, they were able to develop storytelling abilities that allowed them to weave together visuals and
narratives for maximum impact.

Improving SRHR in Dhaka Project unveiled this Album in the Photovoice Exhibition in Dhaka titled as “Silent
Frames Loud Voices” # Exploring SRHR Through Community Lens. The purpose of the Photovoice Exhibition is
to advocate for change and raise awareness among stakeholders, including policymakers, healthcare providers,
and community leaders. By showcasing these photo stories, we aim to stimulate meaningful dialogue, foster
empathy, and inspire action towards improving SRHR outcomes in low socio-economic areas. It is our sincere
hope that these authentic and compelling visuals will serve as a catalyst for positive change and contribute to a
more inclusive and informed approach to addressing SRHR challenges in Dhaka and beyond.

Dr. Ziaul Ahsan
Project Director
Improving SRHR in Dhaka Project
Ipas Bangladesh

30 January 2024




EMPOWERING VOICES THROUGH PHOTOVOICE
IMPROVING SRHR IN DHAKA PROJECT

BACKGROUND

Approximately 4 million people inhabit more than 5,000 slums in urban Dhaka, and they are left behind from the
“urban advantage” of better health care amongst other social support. Garment factories are the largest source
of employment for women, many of whom are migrants from rural areas and reside in slum settlements. As high
as 63% of the women working in garment factories suffer from Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH)-related
issues whereas unintended pregnancy, menstrual regulation and menstrual hygiene are the key issues. Almost
two thirds (72.6%) of ever-married women in Bangladesh have experienced some form of partner violence in
their lifetime. Sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) related issues are not openly discussed in
Bangladesh. These issues are dealt with fun or shame in general, as well as in the low socio-economic urban
areas. Health inequalities between the slum and non-slum populations are considerable. Lack of proper
knowledge, insufficient source of information, limited accessibility, and availability of SRHR services are the
main barriers against fulfilling the SRHR needs of underserved urban population. However, there is not enough
evidence on these issues.

For better understanding of SRHR situation and challenges in low socio-economic urban areas, further evidence
can be generated. Photovoice methodology might allow us to gather more meaningful and accurate
representations of SRHR challenges the community encounters. Improving SRHR in Dhaka Project of Ipas
Bangladesh facilitated the Photovoice tool to capture critical issues related to SRHR and sexual and
gender-based violence (SGBV), for wider advocacy, community mobilization, and effective interventions to
address the SRHR needs of urban community.

METHODOLOGY

Photovoice is a research method that empowers the community to bring about positive change in society using
photography. This method was developed in 1990s as a way to bring daily life experiences of village women in
China, into decision-making for community development.

The photovoice initiative aims to provide a platform for individuals of the community to voice their concerns,
highlight their perspectives, and drive positive change in accessing SRHR services. By utilizing the power of
visual storytelling and participatory research, the project seeks to empower marginalized groups in low
socio-economic areas of Dhaka and influence decision-making processes through promoting dialogue,
advocacy in the realm of SRHR. Ipas Bangladesh and its partner crganization SERAC Bangladesh have been
implementing the photovoice initiative under Improving SRHR in Dhaka Project funded by Global Affairs Canada
through HealthBridge Foundation in Canada.

The project identified 25 individuals from a diverse group including youth boys (n=11) and youth girls (n=14) from
low socio-economic areas of urban Dhaka, north and south city corporations, who are passicnate about
bringing out SRHR issues that the community faces in their day-to-day lives. The project ensured representation
of different geographies and backgrounds of urban context to capture a comprehensive perspective.




NUMBER OF PHOTOVOICE PARTICIPANTS

Areas Adolescent Girls Adolescent Boys Total
Dhaka North City Corporation 10 6 16
Dhaka South City Corporation 4 5 9
14 11 25

OVERVIEW OF THE PROCESS

This photovoice initiative focused on the concepts of participatory photography and narrative storytelling to
bring attention to community SRHR issues and foster collective actions. This initiative engaged 25 youth
volunteers from Dhaka North City Corporation and Dhaka South City Corporation areas who were capacitated
on photovoice methodology including basic photography skills, visual storytelling techniques, and an
understanding of SRHR concepts. Participants were trained in ethical considerations, consent and maintaining
privacy while capturing sensitive issues.

Participants were guided to use their smartphones to
capture images and trained on how to take pictures and
get consent. At first, participants were asked to collect
stories and capture images from their respective
communities on SRHR issues. Participants were able to
collect 35 stories and took images which represent their
perspective on the identified SRHR issues. The project
staff along with the photovoice participants reviewed the
collected stories that depicted different categories of
community issues ranging into use of contraceptive
methods, menstrual regulation, postabortion care,
reproductive coercion by families and service providers,
gender-based violence, and abuse of women and
adolescents’ rights. Regular group sessions were
conducted to review and discuss the photographs,
enabled the participants to analyze the photos collectively
and draw connections between their stories. Through the
review, 26 out of 35 relevant images along with stories
were finally selected.

Diagram: key steps of photovoice initiative

Group sessions were organized where participants showcase and explain their photographs by sharing their
personal narratives, insights, and the stories behind their images. The project team facilitated open discussions
to promote empathy and understanding among the participants. The initiative desighed showcasing the
participants’ photographs in public exhibitions. This serves as a platform to amplify the community voices,
engage the broader community, encourage dialogue on the identified SRHR issues. The photovoice initiative
continues beyond the exhibitions, focusing on advocacy efforts and promoting evidence-based policy
recommendations to mobilize stakeholders, policymakers and decision-makers towards constructive change to
access and utilize SRHR services by the community.
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Reena Akhtar's unintended pregnancy

for not using family planning method
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“l didn’t use any
contraceptive method
after my second child
was born. Later my
period stopped. |
thought it happened
just for normal
reasons. Testing after
seven months, | came
to know | was
pregnant again.”

-Rina Akter

’H- R

-J"I.Il

G T P AU P I 3 | Photo Numb:ar: PV1-001
B I R TR & AT :
=7 | WFG o T o= 6T A @« 71| 7 5fa @ @
AR G “TafS 22T FEA | PR °1= THIS TR NHe
IF TE Y, IR IR (T R INA INfd FFE I§ T G |
R A PE (AN @ TUA AS VO TS0 I AKIOI00
S I3 R G A 2| AEFHE AT 28T TA
Hige @ | 97" A B 5o (3ame) fam 9@, 99w

e e |

RIS 92 AP A5 A<D 3O Tl (FRA<

Photo and interview: Nabiha Israt Runa
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Reena aunty is my next-door
& iy | neighbor. She had her first
daughter after a year and a half
of her marriage. After three years, her son was born.
Aunty thought she would not take the baby
anymore. However, she still did not use any family
planning method. After a few days, her periods
stopped suddenly, and she thought that it had
stopped normally. She had a test and found that she
was pregnant again for seven months. Later she
gave birth to another son. Having too many
children, aunty became weorried and decided to use
depot injection as a family planning method. Now
she is stress-free.

SRHR: Family Planning Service
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Seema Khatun got pregnant due to not
following proper injectable method
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Photo Number: PV1-002

"What is the point of
using any contraceptive
method if | get
pregnant even after
having the injection?"

- Seema Khatun

“l used to take pills since my
marriage. Still, after 8 months, |
became pregnant unintendedly
and gave birth to my daughter.
Then | used to get a needle
(depot injection} every three
months from a pharmacy. When
my girl was three years old, | got
pregnant again, which | wasn’t
aware about. In this condition, |

TR FIAGIE TR TR R i i L went to the pharmacy and took

fazn adfe | o183 wIWE P

A3 3 F@ 1, AfFI AfFT 01, By MR AW FRa
o 1”7 G2 A= TIET TR RN TIER (R I3
TIE R 5 o7 Mo I8 | o2 TR TR IR
i Tt B o= 2@ qeTd- “F @ AT e S o
Rafaa oo B T oFE, 1 BT Fera Bz SHEFBI
@I 3FL YRR JP? " 9wS AN T 1 T |

m B 372 AP AT HBGel SN <A, (TRIOTA

Photo and interview: Saidul Islam Rabbi

the injection again. Observing
my symptems, my mother suspected me as pregnant
again. Then, | informed my drug seller, from whom |
had taken the injection, that | had been suffering from
vertigo, reluctance to eat, feeling restless, and
vomiting if | ate anything. As suggested by the
pharmacy drug seller, | paid a visit to a doctor and
came to know that | was pregnant for three months.
Then, | informed my drug seller about my three
months of pregnancy. He was surprised to hear about
that and said, "What do you say! You took the needle a
few days ago! How did it happen? Have you taken any
medicine roughly?” Seema became tensed.

SRHR: Family Planning Service
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Ruma suffers from incomplete MR with

medicines bought from a pharmacy
without a doctor’s consultation

“ Y BT *RA AR
RS T [AT T | 2FA
7% TF | Plaw o R
ST 2R ”

- <Pl

N (I 20) BRI AHASH,
IEARAET  GAPR [ |
TAT 1 G 1 oDl opfod |
5 fSum F1G o FAY FA
SIS PO AL Bleard | [
> I "R B IF G AT
oY TR IS IF I H
TR LR TR FAM| TFT

“After taking the medicine |
suffered from severe lower
abdominal pain and vaginal
bleeding for 15 days. |
recovered after taking
service from a clinic.”

- Ruma

Ruma (20 years) lives in
Alinagar, Kamrangirchar area
of Dhaka. Her husband Shipon
is not financially stable and lazy
in nature. As her husband
doesn’t work regularly, Ruma
runs the household by
collecting scraps. After a year
of marriage, Ruma gave birth to
a healthy baby boy. One year
later, Ruma became pregnant
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Phote and interview: Masuma Akhter

again. By using a preghancy
strip bought from a nearby pharmacy, she was
confirmed about her pregnancy. Given the
situation, Ruma was not planning to take another
child and decided to discontinue the pregnancy. She
bought medicine for MR from the pharmacy. After
taking the medicine, she suffered from severe lower
abdominal pain and vaginal bleeding for 15 days.
Ruma then went to an NGO clinic, where tests
revealed that she did not have complete MR. Later
she had her completed MR from that NGO clinic.
Ruma is now in good health, but she is still in
economic crisis.

SRHR: MR Service
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Tajmahal Akhtar is at risks by taking
medicine herself for MR from the
pharmacy

"l went through
serious health
problems after taking
medicine for MR from
pharmacy. | had
severe bleeding and
was in bed for seven
days. | thoughtl
would not survive.”

- Tajmahal Akhtar

Tajmahal Akhtar is 35 years
old. She has married off her
eldest daughter and was
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& Photo and interview: Md Arif Khan

looking for a bride for his son. At that time, Tajmahal
became pregnant again unintendedly due to not
following proper contraceptive method. But she
didn't want to continue her pregnancy as she
thought her son and daughter quite grown up. So,
she bought medicine from the pharmacy and tried
to do MR, but it was not done properly. As a result,
she went through serious health problems like
heavy bleeding and others. She couldn't get out of
bed for about a week. Finally, she recovered by the
treatment of a physician.

SRHR: MR Service
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Nilima's in-laws forced to abort her
unborn baby for not receiving dowry
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Photo Number: PV1-005

“For dowry they all
pressurized me to abort
my baby and they used
to taunt me."

- Nilima

Neelima, at her age of 14, was
married off by her family
without her consent right after
she passed her fifth standard.
Within four months of
marriage, Nilima's husband
and in-laws started torturing
her for dowry. In this situation
Neelima came to know that she
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Photo and interview: Sheikh Sumaiya

was pregnant. Hearing about
the pregnancy, her husband and in-laws increased
physical and mental torture on her. At one point they
pressurized Neelima for abortion. Nilima's in-laws
wanted her husband to get married for the second
time, because Nilima's father could not pay the dowry
as promised at the time of her marriage. Neelima
could not bear such inhuman torture and went back to
her father's house. After a few days, the child was born
there. Her husband did not keep contact with Nilima
and her child. Neelima’s hushand got married again.
Nilima is currently working in a garment factory to
support her child. She is worried about the uncertain
future of her child.

SRHR: Reproductive coercion
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TIPS TN (IoE R fga & Minu's life is disturbed by the torture of

her drug addicted husband

"l work at people's
houses to serve my
family. Moreover, | had
to give him money for
his drugs
(intoxication), but still,
| face physical and
mental violence by
him."

- Minu
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AEF fAfod | R 99 @ ([ @ 3TE N | I T constantly tortures her physically and mentally for

NS f[PRi 2 e &g | money. If Minu doesn't want to pay for drugs, brutal
torture goes on. He threatened Minu to throw her

out from his home. As a result, Minu is mentally
disturbed.
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Photo and interview: Halimatus Sadia

SGBV: Violence against Women
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Rape and Pragnant: What happened to
adolescent Naima finally...!
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Photo and interview: Halimatus Sadia

"My cousin used to
sexually abuse me
often. When | became
sick my mother took
me to pay avisittoa
doctor. The doctor said
| was pregnant.”

- Naima

One day in 2022, Naima’s
cousin Sajal found Naima alone
and raped her, and he
threatened her not to tell
anyone at home. She didn’t tell
anything out of fear and
gradually she became
physically and mentally ill. After
4 months, Naima's condition
worsened. Her mother took her
to a doctor. The doctor
suggested a test, and Naima

was found pregnant with 5 months. At first, Sajal
did not want to admit this, but after being
threatened by about police, he confessed and said
that he would marry Naima after having given birth
to the baby. Naima's parents agreed for the fear of
honor. 5 months later, Naima gave birth to a baby
girl, but Sajal's family denied marrying Naima. Sajal
fled the city as Naima's father threatened Sajal
about the police. Police have not found him yet.

SGBV: Sexual Violence




TN 751 He A SREA AR A0 Single mother Rita is being abused in

her brother’s house
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Rita had her love marriage.

OEd TR P& 70| faor Photo Number: p1-08 Her husband worked at a local
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during the Corona period. Rita with her son took
shelter in her elder brother's house. Rita's life has
become perished because of her brother's wife hoot
all the time.

BT 922 ARSRPIE A2 : & (A, (TR
Photo and interview: Rudra Debnath GBV: Denial of Rights and opportunity
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Ikra stood against her father for
torturing her mother!
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"My husband was only
a person of torture and
obstacle in my life.
Community say -
husbands are to beat
and wives are to
tolerate."

- lkra

My mother was meritorious. Being married at a
young age, she could not complete her studies.
Within 3 years of marriage, she became a mother of
two children. She did not get any support from
family and husband during pregnancy. Moreover,
my father continued physical and mental torture on
her. Later, she got a teaching job in an NGO, and
admitted herself for Batchelor’s degree. But one
day in my mother's absence, father burnt all her
books. So, it was not possible for my mother to
continue her studies. Then she decided that her
children would peruse her dreams which she could
not fulfill. The struggle to raise her children started.
Since my father did not provide support to our
family, my mother had to provide tuition to children
at home. She also supported my unemployed
father's daily expenses. Even after 23 years of
marriage, my father raised hands on my mother in
front of us. This is the first time | dared to protest
and stood by my mother.

GBV: Violence against Women




Amiran, a victim of gang rape and

betrayal of marriage
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Photo and interview: Sabnil Sultana

"My dream of starting
a family was
destroyed after being
gang-raped in the
name of marriage"

- Amiran

Amiran had an affair with Rabbi. Rabbi promised
Amiran to marry. Amiran left her home and went
out with Rabbi to someone’s house to get married
on the same day. At that house, Rabbi introduced
Amiran to some of his friends. And she was told
that his friends would be with him for the wedding
arrangements to be held at that night. Later that
evening, Rabbi's friends began to arrive one by one.
Suddenly Rabbi took Amiran into a room, locked
the door and raped her. Then Rabbi’s friends’
gang-raped her one after one and all fled away.
Later, the people of that house found Amiran and
took her to the hospital. After returning to normal
condition, Amiran went to the police station and
filed a case.

SGBV: Sexual Violence




Nupur dreams of a safe and peaceful life
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Photo and interview: Fatema Akhter

"How much | dreamed
about dancing | loved! But
my father was against my
dancing. Due to my father's
torture, |, my mother and
younger sisters now live in
people's homes."

- Nupur

| am Nupur. We are four sisters. |
have been going through mental
pain for a long time. Still I'm
struggling with myself. The discord
between my parents has been going
on for more than nine months. Three
months ago, my father beat my
mother a lot, and threw her out of
the house along with my two
younger sisters. We two elder sisters
stayed with our father. | am the
eldest daughter of the family. | could
not understand where my mother
would live with my two younger
sisters, what they'd eat and what |
needed to do with my father and my
other younger sisters! | used to sing
and dance since my childhood and
have performed in various dance
programs. Recently, while | was going to Chittagong to
perform in a program, my father did not allow me. When |
tried to explain to him, my father beat me severely, and
threw me out of the house that night. | cried a lot and ended
up at my friend's house. | thought when my father cooled
down, he would call me back home. But no, it did not
happen so! Till now | am staying at my friend’s house. My
secondary school certificate (SSC) exam is ahead. And at
this stage, neither my mother nor my father is with me. | do
not know what will happen next!

GBV: Denial of rights and opportunities
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Family ties stand in the way of Rimi's

dreams
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Photo Number: PV1-012

"l love to dance. My
mother takes me to
dance classes in
hiding, but we fear if
caught red-handed
by my father."

- Rimi

Rimi (pseudonym), age 15.
Rimi loves to dance and can
dance nicely since her
childhood. No one in her
family supports her dancing
except her mother. Her father

IS /OIS TN P g FIR "o wR | g [Fffw 3 o
PG 9R 3 3R ofd YI IQH | (Bl Sy B0 v@d @
SR FEIET SIvE 30RTRY @ IS o o3| (R o= "me
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Photo and interview:: Muntaher Arafat

and brother always forbade
her to dance. According to her father, girls should
not go out much, and there is no need to do
anything other than study and housework. Rimi's
mother is very caring about her children’'s interests
and wishes. She always tries not to deprive her
children of their interests. She secretly takes dance
classes with the help of her mother. But she is
always in fear that if her father ever finds out about
her dancing, she will be beaten a lot, maybe locked
in the house! With this fear Rima is moving forward.

GBV: Denial of rights and opportunities
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Nirob could not pursue his dream of

becoming a dancer.

-

Photo Number: PV1-013

N T (A | IR IR AP ST T T
ZITR R B | db I I ARE ;B FAK AP B FAOS
TRAT SATS AR | CRITN RIS FF AT JOiTg! 23T G0l | TR
TOR JEE JOW e @ 9w cEN | 78 o (@@ 38T
AR 6 I (TG ST G (S 1 @S | 5T @[Sy
e TP (oN- ACTeR @R, TR IGER W@ | I BF
A~ T JTT RG], T e 3 T (3, (GO A (e
TR f1% A 3 TS I A FA| BY AT IES QA
AR @ I T G ¥R TN AR 34 T R[S
D PR N TN | @A LR R A W (TS 7 7|
I T FOIR! 23T 367 et oK |

B 9 TG 215 : $afFia Ao AR, TRICIA

Photo and interview: Yasin Arafat Rabbi

"Dancing can be a
hobby for a boy also.
| had to suppress my
desire to become a
dancer amid so many
bad words of people.
Even my family does
not encourage me
anymore."

- Nirob

I am Nirob (pseudonym). | have always been
interested in getting involved in extra curricular
activities besides my studies. Since the age of 16, |
used to love dancing beside the art. Since then, |
have made an effort to become a dancer. Within a
few months, | managed to dance quite well. Being a
boy, no one accepted my dancing in a good way.
Mental torture started in different ways from my
neighbors and friends. | was taunted as a
transgender, half girl and half boy, having sex with
men and boys, and cther nonsense! They not only
told all these things to me but also to my family. My
family no longer supports me after hearing these.
They do not allow me to take part in dance
programs anymore. | had to keep my dreams of
becoming a dancer suppressed.

= S = = GBV: Denial of rights and opportunities
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ARIAR et -9 PR T & gR=g T8I Bithi's life was about to become

miserable being a victim of cyber
bullying

“..He intimidated me
by threatening to

SRR PR 2SR e make my pictures
T T (A, R g viral, and he did with
RS T | T Y some. | became so
BELERI 1S T8 | Y worried and ashamed
AR (IS ST M| to go outside."

- faf - Bithi

Bithi (pseudonym), 16 years old,
a student of nine grade. When
she was in the seventh grade,
she got into a relationship and
shared personal pictures with
g wFTo BiRe @R A Ehoto Number: BiiRIS her boyfriend. After a few days
IR IR | B o @@ I ¢ when they broke up, the boy
T ¥ GG AR GG 13 Eﬁg@na T *d@ @org|  started to blackmail Bithi to make those pictures viral.
TEBE IR I O I-NE BISEE O)E, Te-a@s  He repeatedly threatened Bithi, "I will show the
b e e B e e mmaﬁfirgawmml of pictures to your parents and send the pictures to the

Sl 5 & phones of your neighbors”. Bithi was very scared after
PI3 AR HIb CRIF P25 H1< o AT =i hearing this but could not share this matter with

OR R A TR MO (7 43¢ Rl e G TS gnybody. Meanwhile, the boy sent those pictures to
T R ST o1 AT (S8 1S | Y &Eb @wg SR many people, and everyone came to know about it. As
UG G fEte e, TR (T GEFBE O} d 7« a result, Bithi panicked and mentally broke down. But,
FfdTeerT Fem 7oF I@T| BT FNIGT @ NN since the boy was already known as a local scoundrel
TPRIRIET T R RED SIS F 410 =S 2 ~I, in the community, Bithi's neighbers warned him to

£ B & & stay away from Bithi and stop doing any harm to her.
O3 oree A e =R il They also warned him about the punishment

mentioned under the ICT Act for misusing social
media. Since then, the boy stopped disturbing Bithi
anymore.
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Suchana's mother's life is going on

accepting the extreme torture of her
father
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Photo Number: PV1-015

A e G

2fT 92 FAHIRTE AT (NTONRT A0, (TR

Photo and interview: Muntaher Arafat

.... My mother believes,
"Even if | die beaten by
husband, it's heaven!"

- Suchana

Suchana’s parents had a love
marriage. But her father got
remarried just after a few
years. From then on, their
lives became turbulent.
Suchana's father used to beat
her mother and family
members often. After her

o P X 4
&]aﬂ - father's second marriage, he

did not pay any family
expenses. So, Suchana’s
mother started working in
garments. Sometimes her father used to beat her
mother if she was late coming from duty. Her father
had an inappropriate attitude towards his own
daughters in the absence of the mother. Moreover,
her father used to sexually abuse her mother. Her
mother felt ashamed to share this with her children
initially, one day she couldn't help herself but to
share them everything. One day, Suchana's father
suddenly started to beat her mother severely
twisting the veil around her mother's neck. When
she went for treatment, the doctor told her mother
to file a case against her husband. Her daughters
also told her many times to sue. But her mother
says, "Even if | die beaten by husband, it's heaven!"

SGBV: Violence against Women

[ |
171
111
2 17
1y
[ IR |




Runa is a victim of dowry and fraud just

because she is black

“TGIRA ARl 8 BT "Everything created by
| Al TR AIBT God is beautiful. As |
CRYIT AN AT I 36T am dark and short,
B8 T O | @D FI4T, they do whatever they
"i'w B e o want to do with me.
) They seem to get
Ram i G 56 = relieved only if they
S B 1" can marry me off by
force, even with
- el dowry."
- Runa
N Since Runa’s complexion is
?IEI@CZITWM:‘? @\:aaim@;;rm: Phgtglrl?umber: 1016 dark and she is sh:rt, | have
e 2 Grdfe oI | AfGes o seen her being neglected

ARN-NE A HAO T, (TNI- “ (OTNeT N8 oo Ienwe ~ since her childhood. Her parents had to listen to
oI T e AT T 337 (O | I 351 ad @ things like, “Your girl looks black and short! It will be
TR @3 BroR 87 Bw ffw oW ox| g &wa s very difficult for you to marry her off. One day,
TS *E O TN FS1P o, MG GiBersT o e s suddenly, Runa was married off by her family
A *ME o P! | AT @Ed oFE od & meon ~ Without any basic information about her husband.
2 T IR | 520 FAID [0 29 | W o IGT s~ Right after marriage, she finds out that her husband

clioe fe SI— I [[Ra ST el e 81 3@ | is not normal, has physical complications and
cannot even speak properly. At local mediation, her

in-laws acknowledged their son's problem. Then
Runa got divorced. Now, her family is trying hard to
marry her off again even with dowry.

B 9 ARFRPI A2T: FIP N TR, (TR

Photo and interview: Sabikun Nahar Rumki R
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Sharmin, a victim of child marriage and

torture: Her child is also growing up in
uncertainty

“fIAR *= AT 5 AN “| have been tortured
= S | AT BB since marriage. Even, |
Frms WRT T was beaten during my
i MR pregnancy. In the

TRR A BR s meantime, | got
A | IEEROIE AN A diagnhosed with TB. |
AMTS , STBT A8 gave birth to my baby in

. ol R I e my father's house. My
~fol? CAEE] husband didn’t spend a
N LTI RN3 FP single penny, on the
cEaR|” contrary, he has not

seen my child's face yet.”

— MAAS

- Sharmin

Sharmin is a girl from a
lower-income family. She had a
desire for higher studies, but due
to poverty, her father married her

R oY IO O [ v | g off early. But after t_he marriage,
she has been going through

Rem = o @ & T : tortures. After 8 months of
oo | REw b @7 o TES marriage, when she was
g B @ g TR S I AMGE @ Ao pregnant was also diagnosed with tuberculosis. But her
G (U3 TN WO 9k @ oie 497 e o husband, Motaleb was not taking care of her, therefore

ot her father brought back her to home. Since then, her
R ° W R e@a| a0 S husband did not contact with her and got married again

MIARRFSIR [ER DI 22 | @A AN J 28T, SMAAR iy the meantime. After knowing about his second
AN ACRF FAR 1 VA FEA | ISNH RS O AN e marriage, a family mediation was arranged. As there was

B IR AN SR | G4 STrd Nl (Seept 221, NNl 5ol | no resolution, her father filed a suit after waiting for 2
months. Currently, Sharmin is at her father's house with
her child. Divorce hasn't been done yet; the case is
ongoing.
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A / Photo and interview: Sumaiya Akhtar Fatema

SGBV: Child Marriage




Tanha’s life is miserable due to the
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Photo and interview: Sanjida Islam Shila

‘Photo Number: PV1-018

abuse of her drug addict husband

"My father was already a
drug addict before
marriage, but my
grandparents hid this
during their marriage.
They thought that my
father would be changed
if he got married and had

children. But ..."

- Tanha

My mother had arranged
marriage and my father was ten
years older than her. Within a
month my mother noticed that
my father was not talking to her
properly. He vandalized everything in the house just for
silly matters. Also, he used to physically assault my
mother for small issues. Meanwhile, in-laws of my
mother pressurized her to have a baby soon. | was born
after a while. Even having a daughter, my father had no
interest in his child and did not change himself at all.
Therefore, my mother's family had a talk with my father’s
family to solve issues. They finally admitted that their son
was already drug addicted before marriage. They
married him off hiding the fact so that he would be
changed after marriage. Not seeing any change, they put
pressure on my mother to have a child. But despite all
this, there was no change in him. Then my mother could
not bear the torture and came to her father's house with
me. My father and his family had not been in contact with
us since then. We came to know that they too could not
bear the torture of their son and sent him to a
rehabilitation center for treatment.

GBV: Violence against Women
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AHRAR 8 fFIE fer figagala 3= Motherless Bully, the victim of child

marriage and torture

“1 N SKARIMAT (ST "l never received the
T 7R T8 | I TD love of my parents.

N B, iR o I8 Now | want to know, is
ST T3 CR e that my grandmother
RER R o’ SR " yg

dreamed of for me?"

- Buli

When Bully was one and a half
years old, her mother lost her
mental sanity and disappeared.
He grew up with her
grandmother. A few days later
her father also died of a stroke.

1 =T A @RI @ A T
RS THE A Wimd F1z | 76 T
9 O AKNS TRF FE N U |
AR A 1 TN i, “ T4

R SEREA Il Photo Number: PV1-019 Grandmother used to tell
S SEARPIRT" | el 2177, 1 : stories to Buli at night, "When
TS 1| TWOT T @R b you get married, you will see

[ I *RI 5ol B IEliee 01| &6 Jfel, T4 28 1 26 383 your husband will love very much”. Bully used to
I U 251} O 9 7@ o1 | A e mifea orgbT 9RAIASy  smile and not say anything. Maybe since then she
o, fog AfST 2 | TR @S 9IS @ @ 9o o1 iy started walking with a dream. When little Bully was
a0 | 1 i@ e 3 | -9 o ST, o) ek @S @8 14 or 15 years, she was suddenly married off. Bully
RS (SR I T G A Rl T S| g thought her grandmother's story would be true, but
SR TR TS I SR T I ST o T | Pl FE it was not. Her husband used to come drunk every
S W 5T T S AR B T (@ @ o7 S night and beat her. Bully would cry, because she

e thought she was unfortunate, she had no one else.
e | A TG OF TN EID! K T | Soon, a daughter came across her lap. Buli thought

that after having the child her husband would get
better. But because she had a daughter, her
husband left her alone forever and disappeared
somewhere. Neighbors say he may have remarried
elsewhere,

B 9T AT 27T TS PN @I, CTROIR

Photo and interview: Amit Kumar Bhowmik

GBV: Child Marriage
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Jahanara and her child are living a poor

life on the footpath

JT 28 A IIW [y =@ 9

4 "My life is ruined
because of dowry and
addiction. Even the
child was not spared
from my husband's
abuse."

- Jahanara

Jahanara got married only at

TRERE| Ram et cigee [amrme s s B WD) BN the age of 14. On the very

& BRAT 1 RS YF T IMeAs |

R g fad == Mot RE R TS @8I JF 2| JRSNSIE
TN AP | M@ Il Fd IR (AT DOl (ST Tel
finbres IR AR Fg Gy A o | P TwE
GB1 F@ | SIBEFE AR ST &G O, "RIOND AT (S
BRTY Bt g1 fisfbee fAa| g ber 919 @8 (R | SREA™
IR @ U M FBISR Fow T @B Fnbe Ha fa
PG SR |

B IR AP 22T: (W13 AT (&5, FoRoAA

Photo and interview: Md Asif Reza

wedding night, verbal abuse
started as the full amount of dowry was not given.
After a few days, verbal abuse turns into physical
assault. Eventually, Jahanara realized that her
husband was a drug addict. Even, the child was
once pawned by her husband to get money from his
wife for drugs. One day he tried to kill Jahanara by
poison as she didn’t provide money for drugs.
Jahanara survived luckily. Later she left the family
with the child and moved to Dhaka. But she has no
one in Dhaka. Now, Jahanara has no options but to
spend her days with the small kid on the roadside or
the foot over bridge.

== = % = — GBV: Violence against Women
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Enduring physical ridicule is a daily

reality of Bijoy

Photo Number: PV1-021
s B
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I IR T WS O I TAT BN T | FUET I
BT, FAE 16T (e T Sonfa JIE SIF % FE TIP3 |
QU FR8 REGER Fa 4= 4@ | B RETaET o IS8 INg
A @ o | ISA TIE AV IR @6 g @A M3 o
YR 39T 27| SR G YBW-T3W 3 IR (I 23T A IF
TR MEE | O IR SR SR ADTHY BT A V& AT |

BIS IR TP 3T T e, Tt

Photo and interview: Halimatus Sadia

"Everyone makes
fun of me for
being fat. No one
wants to play
with me, | feel
very sad. Now |
don't feel like
leaving my house
anymore."

- Bijoy

Bijoy is a 10-year-old cheerful and friendly boy.
But due to his fat body, he is always teased with
harsh words from his friends, neighbors,
relatives, even teachers. Sometimes, he is
called a baby elephant, sometimes buffalo etc.
Bijoy remains upset often now a days. He can't
tell anyone about these things. At present, even
if someone gives him something to eat with
love, he becomes upset. Recently, he has
almost stopped eating, drinking, and going out.
He is always in a state of shame and fear of
hearing these things.

GBV: Body Shaming
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Rubel is a victim of torture with physical
challenge and illness!

TFEA I3 0 | (1 9, SOy GRef5 ATER TS | Ty
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Photo and interview: Amit Kumar Bhowmik

"l have no control
on my physical
condition, yet
everyone keeps me
away. If anything
happens, they
raise their hands
on me. | tolerate it
day after day. Am |
not a human?"

- Jahanara

Rubel, 20 years old, comes from a poor and helpless
family. Rubel’s behavior is not like a normal man.
Everyone laughs at his behavior. Rubel is, in fact, an
epileptic patient. No one ever felt his helplessness,
rather goes through physical abuses in different
incidents. It's just fun for others, but Rubel is
devastated by intense emotional pain. He can't
explain his pain to anyone. Recently, he has been
diagnosed with a collection of fluid in the left side of
his head.

GBV: Body Shaming
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AFA GES ABACT S IR (ST CleT I Sapna's friendship is broken by the

W] strange behavior of her female friend
“SRIAT S MG A=A "Ayna repeatedly
ISP >rf 3=, touched me abnormally,
JBATN TA G- DI spoke differently - |
AR T TGS 0T A found it strange! | got
RS TR nervous."

- Sapna
-7

T SR SN IFG FAGIA Ayna and | have been friends
QA | AR AP 9F2 P : since school. Then we
G ee R iR Skonilc o Sl Photo Number: PV1-023 studied together at the same
@ A @@ T FAT I A college. Ayna used to
Bt ST OB T RS A T S T, G become jealous if | talked to
N PP TTA g T AN I | o ore  or mingled with any other boy or girl. One day
TSI T Tiell (I Y IS | S (Fgb1 Frenfse 397 Ayna came to my house drunk. | took her to my
o9 O ANE A I oFgeiee N @, Saaed o1 - room to rest and recover. After Ayna came back
- TER IR AFS  AON N G=<CG 3| o wryww  to normal state, suddenly | felt her repeated
TSNoT PR AHAT 3 FA-IST T FG0 AS; TN IFo Az~ unusual touch, and her talking style also made
3 (N ToE AfS? TP TSI I | Y ST ok W3 | 9@ me scared. After this incident, the distance
(A2 IR I TR 7 IS AT | 98 T i ararr~ between our friendship increased. We rarely
TOR IFF 3| Y7 FF (AI-FTHIe 2T | 7KK SIS 3y Meet now. The last time we met, | asked Ayna
St TR IS AR oS oF Seo @Na| s srwer  about her feelings for me, her answer was - "l
- ST (IS FERI TAE IO o, G2 o1 ” couldn't control myself earlier, now | can!"

FTRFICTTR 2AZT: Fo A WY, (RO

Interview: Swapna Rani Mandal

SGBV: Sexual Harassment




Johnny Akhter is sexually harassed by

her female friend

“fF P (S ST
TN SRIAA SN
TP 4= oy (UTS Bt

4IPS A T F&

AN AFAT NN DA A
G (N A (OIS (TN
o7 | SN AMHE EOTEIE INA
T TUYEDT IS (TBEAT ARATS
JoTd (e o CfEeIE A

N FARSEAT (ST B3FG OB 1|

"When the rickshaw
came to a secluded
place, Tahmina
grabbed me and
wanted to Kiss me. |
cried in shock."

- Jony Akter

| was introduced to Tahmina in
messenger through one of my
friends. In messenger, Tahmina
used to tell me such things that a
boyfriend usually shares with
girlfriend. However, | did not pay
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Interview: Jony Akter

much attention to these things.
Cne day Tahmina requested me
to go to market with her to buy a mobile phone.
Accordingly, | waited for her and after a while Tahmina
came. We met for the first time. She took me to a
restaurant for coffee. After a while, | said to Tahmina,
let's go to buy your mobile, | have to leave for my tuition.
Tahmina said - “l didn't come to buy a mobile, | came to
spend time with you. | like you and love you. | was
surprised to hear that and became surprised. | felt
uneasy. Then, | left the restaurant and took a rickshaw to
go home. Tahmina also got on my rickshaw. When the
rickshaw came to a secluded place, Tahmina grabbed me
and wanted to kiss me. | cried in shock. The rickshaw
puller stopped the rickshaw, more people came forward.
| took another rickshaw and went home. | was mentally
broken. After this incident, | could not go outside home
for few days due to fear. "

SGBYV: Sexual Harassment




Anwar is mentally injured after being
raped
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"l needed a qualified
teacher to make up for
the learning losses. But
he inflicted a loss on my
body and mind."

- Anwar

| hired a private tutor to
compensate for the loss of my
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studies during the Corona
period. | used to go to the
teacher's house three days a week to study. Once,
on a rainy day, the teacher asked me to go his home.
After a while he started discussing about pubertal
changes, attraction to opposite sex, and asked me if
| like homosexuality. | got nervous. Gradually the
teacher started touching my body and raped me
after much force. Before my anticipation, that
casualty happened. Then, somehow, | escaped
myself and came home. | bled profusely. | had been
crying in pain for a few days, but | can't tell anyone.
Later the teacher raped me again two-three times.
In this way | was often raped by him. | was mentally
broken, and still, | can't forget this incident.

SGBYV: Sexual Harassment
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"I've learned to say
HNOH nOW."

- Farzana

About 8 or 9 years ago, when |
was in 3rd standard, my cousin
from the village came to visit our
house. | did not like his coming to
our house. | always felt scared
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to touch me inappropriately. It
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don't like, learn to say “No” to it from now on."” Since then,
| have learned to say no.

HHIPI A3 : SRS TFHE 6T, (TR

Interview: Farzana Akhtar
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