


Preface 

The Photovoice Album presents a collection of 26 photo stories captured by 25 dedicated community youth 

volunteers from North and South City Corporation areas of Dhaka. These photo stories shed light on the sexual 

and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) scenario in these communities, offering a firsthand perspective on 

the issues and challenges faced by women and adolescents living in low-socio economic areas of Dhaka. 

The Photovoice methodology employed for this initiative provided a platform for participants to visually docu- 

ment and share their experiences, drawing attention to various SRHR issues including use of contraceptive 

methods, menstrual regulation, postabortion care, reproductive coercion by families and service providers, 

gender-based violence, and abuse of women and adolescents’ rights. Through photography and narrative, the 

voices of the community were amplified, providing a unique lens through which to understand the complexities 

and nuances of SRHR in these settings. 

The capacity building of the photographers was a key aspect of this initiative, as it empowered the youth volun- 

teers with the technical skills necessary to capture impactful images and effectively convey their messages. 

Additionally, they were able to develop storytelling abilities that allowed them to weave together visuals and 

narratives for maximum impact. 

Improving SRHR in Dhaka Project unveiled this Album in the Photovoice Exhibition in Dhaka titled as “Silent 

Frames Loud Voices” # Exploring SRHR Through Community Lens. The purpose of the Photovoice Exhibition is 

to advocate for change and raise awareness among stakeholders, including policymakers, healthcare providers, 

and community leaders. By showcasing these photo stories, we aim to stimulate meaningful dialogue, foster 

empathy, and inspire action towards improving SRHR outcomes in low socio-economic areas. It is our sincere 

hope that these authentic and compelling visuals will serve as a catalyst for positive change and contribute to a 
more inclusive and informed approach to addressing SRHR challenges in Dhaka and beyond. 

Dr. Ziaul Ahsan 

Project Director 

Improving SRHR in Dhaka Project 

Ipas Bangladesh 

30 January 2024 



EMPOWERING VOICES THROUGH PHOTOVOICE 

IMPROVING SRHR IN DHAKA PROJECT 

BACKGROUND 

Approximately 4 million people inhabit more than 5,000 slums in urban Dhaka, and they are left behind from the 

“urban advantage” of better health care amongst other social support. Garment factories are the largest source 

of employment for women, many of whom are migrants from rural areas and reside in slum settlements. As high 

as 63% of the women working in garment factories suffer from Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH)-related 

issues whereas unintended pregnancy, menstrual regulation and menstrual hygiene are the key issues. Almost 

two thirds (72.6%) of ever-married women in Bangladesh have experienced some form of partner violence in 

their lifetime. Sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) related issues are not openly discussed in 

Bangladesh. These issues are dealt with fun or shame in general, as well as in the low socio-economic urban 
areas. Health inequalities between the slum and non-slum populations are considerable. Lack of proper 

knowledge, insufficient source of information, limited accessibility, and availability of SRHR services are the 

main barriers against fulfilling the SRHR needs of underserved urban population. However, there is not enough 

evidence on these issues. 

For better understanding of SRHR situation and challenges in low socio-economic urban areas, further evidence 

can be generated. Photovoice methodology might allow us to gather more meaningful and accurate 

representations of SRHR challenges the community encounters. Improving SRHR in Dhaka Project of Ipas 

Bangladesh facilitated the Photovoice tool to capture critical issues related to SRHR and sexual and 

gender-based violence (SGBV), for wider advocacy, community mobilization, and effective interventions to 

address the SRHR needs of urban community. 

METHODOLOGY 

Photovoice is a research method that empowers the community to bring about positive change in society using 
photography. This method was developed in 1990s as a way to bring daily life experiences of village women in 
China, into decision-making for community development. 

The photovoice initiative aims to provide a platform for individuals of the community to voice their concerns, 

highlight their perspectives, and drive positive change in accessing SRHR services. By utilizing the power of 

visual storytelling and participatory research, the project seeks to empower marginalized groups in low 

socio-economic areas of Dhaka and influence decision-making processes through promoting dialogue, 

advocacy in the realm of SRHR. Ipas Bangladesh and its partner organization SERAC Bangladesh have been 

implementing the photovoice initiative under Improving SRHR in Dhaka Project funded by Global Affairs Canada 

through HealthBridge Foundation in Canada. 

The project identified 25 individuals from a diverse group including youth boys (n=11) and youth girls (n=14) from 

low socio-economic areas of urban Dhaka, north and south city corporations, who are passionate about 

bringing out SRHR issues that the community faces in their day-to-day lives. The project ensured representation 

of different geographies and backgrounds of urban context to capture a comprehensive perspective. 



NUMBER OF PHOTOVOICE PARTICIPANTS 

Areas Adolescent Girls Adolescent Boys Total 

Dhaka North City Corporation 10 6 16 

Dhaka South City Corporation 4 5 9 

ys 14 11 25 

OVERVIEW OF THE PROCESS 

This photovoice initiative focused on the concepts of participatory photography and narrative storytelling to 

bring attention to community SRHR issues and foster collective actions. This initiative engaged 25 youth 

volunteers from Dhaka North City Corporation and Dhaka South City Corporation areas who were capacitated 

on photovoice methodology including basic photography skills, visual storytelling techniques, and an 

understanding of SRHR concepts. Participants were trained in ethical considerations, consent and maintaining 

privacy while capturing sensitive issues. 

Participants were guided to use their smartphones to 4: 

capture images and trained on how to take pictures and Participant 

get consent. At first, participants were asked to collect selection 
stories and capture images from their respective 

communities on SRHR issues. Participants were able to 6. Advocacy 2. Capacity 
collect 35 stories and took images which represent their and impact building 

perspective on the identified SRHR issues. The project 

staff along with the photovoice participants reviewed the 

collected stories that depicted different categories of 

community issues ranging into use of contraceptive 5. Storytelling 

methods, menstrual regulation, postabortion care, exhibition 
reproductive coercion by families and service providers, 

gender-based violence, and abuse of women and 

3. Photo voice 

sessions (story & 

image collection 

adolescents’ rights. Regular group sessions were 1. Image 

conducted to review and discuss the photographs, sharing and 
enabled the participants to analyze the photos collectively reflection 
and draw connections between their stories. Through the 
review, 26 out of 35 relevant images along with stories 
were finally selected. Diagram: key steps of photovoice initiative 

Group sessions were organized where participants showcase and explain their photographs by sharing their 

personal narratives, insights, and the stories behind their images. The project team facilitated open discussions 
to promote empathy and understanding among the participants. The initiative designed showcasing the 

participants’ photographs in public exhibitions. This serves as a platform to amplify the community voices, 

engage the broader community, encourage dialogue on the identified SRHR issues. The photovoice initiative 

continues beyond the exhibitions, focusing on advocacy efforts and promoting evidence-based policy 

recommendations to mobilize stakeholders, policymakers and decision-makers towards constructive change to 

access and utilize SRHR services by the community. 



Acknowledgements 

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to all who have contributed to develop this Photovoice Album. 

Without their collaborative effort and unwavering support, this initiative would not have been possible. 

We are sincerely grateful to the MOHFW of Bangladesh and its directorates- DGFP, DGHS; Project 

Management Unit of Urban Primary Health Care Services Delivery Project (UPHCSDP-II) under MOLGRDC for 

their cordial support and cooperation that has been instrumental in shaping and smooth implementation of 

Improving SRHR in Dhaka (ISRHRD) Project. 

We extend our deepest appreciation to Global Affairs Canada and HealthBridge Foundation of Canada for their 

generous financial and technical support, which has been essential in implementation of this project. Their 
investment in this initiative has paved the way for meaningful change and progress, empowering us to amplify 
the voices and stories of the community to the stakeholders. 

Our sincere thanks go to the project implementing partners- BAPSA, OGSB, RHSTEP and SERAC Bangladesh 

for their valuable contribution and commitment to advancing the cause of women's sexual and reproductive 

health in the ground, especially in the low socio-economic areas of Dhaka. Special thanks go to SERAC 
Bangladesh who has mobilized and supported the volunteers, organized workshops, and coordinated in 

organizing photovoice events. 

Special appreciation goes to Ipas Bangladesh for its technical support and guidance throughout the photovoice 

process facilitation, assembling this Photovoice Album and other materials, and coordinating the national 

events and advocacy with stakeholders. 

Our highest acknowledgement goes to youth volunteers who generously contributed their time, skills, and 

creativity in collecting stories and capturing photos, the key elements of this Album. Their enthusiasm and 

selfless dedication have been truly inspiring, and they have led the voice of the community to be heard. We must 

thank the women, adolescents and the community for their participation and openness in sharing stories and 

perspectives through the powerful medium of photovoice. 

Last but not the least, special thanks go to the Improving SRHR in Dhaka Project team of Ipas Bangladesh for 

their sincere dedication and expertise provided to this photovoice initiative. 

In conclusion, this Photovoice Album stands as a testament to the power of collaborative action and shared 

commitment to improving lives and creating positive change. Thank you all for your extraordinary contributions 

and staunch support. 

With sincere appreciation and gratitude, 

Dr. Sayed Rubayet 
Country Director 

lpas Bangladesh 



Contributors 

Advisory Board 

Dr. Sayed Rubayet, Country Director, l|pas Bangladesh 

S. M Saikat, Executive Director, SERAC Bangladesh 

Dr Ziaul Ahsan, Project Director, ISRHRD Project, lpas Bangladesh 

Dr. Kamal Kanti Biswas, Project Director, lpas Bangladesh 

Dipika Paul, Senior Advisor, Research, Monitoring & Evaluation, lpas Bangladesh 

Technical Contribution 

Md. Eklas Uddin, Senior Adviser, Communications & SBC, ISRHRD Project, lpas Bangladesh 

Rezwana Chawdhury, Sr. Advisor- RM&E, ISRHRD Project, lpas Bangladesh 

Farhana Jesmine Hasan, Senior Technical Advisor- SGBV, ISRHRD Project, lpas Bangladesh 

Tanzila Afrin, Communication & Youth Mobilization Coordinator, ISRHRD Project lpas Bangladesh 

Tasnia Ahmed, Project Manager, ISRHRD Project, SERAC Bangladesh 

Coordination 

Md. Nazmul Hasan, SBCC Officer, ISRHRD Project, SERAC Bangladesh 

Khadija Kalam, SBCC Officer, ISRHRD Project, SERAC Bangladesh 

Jinea Ferdaus, SBCC Coordinator, ISRHRD Project, Ipas Bangladesh 

Mijanur Rahman, Youth & Community Mobilization Coordinator, ISRHRD Project, Ilpas Bangladesh 

Meherun Naher Meghla, Communication & Youth Mobilization Associate, ISRHRD Project, Ipas 

Bangladesh 

Editorial Contribution 

Md. Eklas Uddin, Senior Adviser, Communications & SBC, ISRHRD Project, lpas Bangladesh 

Dr. Sushmita Ahmed, Sr. Advisor-Partnership and Coordination, ISRHRD Project, lpas Bangladesh 

Farhana Jesmine Hasan, Senior Technical Advisor- SGBV, ISRHRD Project, Ipas Bangladesh 

Tasnia Ahmed, Project Manager, ISRHRD Project, SERAC Bangladesh 

Md. Nazmul Hasan, SBCC Officer, ISRHRD Project, SERAC Bangladesh 

Dr. Khadija Akhter, Advisor, ISRHRD, lpas Bangladesh 

Dr. Tanha Sultana, Consultant, ISRHRD Project, lpas Bangladesh 

Layout and design 
Tanzila Afrin, Communication & Youth Mobilization Coordinator, ISRHRD Project lpas Bangladesh 

Monika Ahelee, Coordinator- Communications and Content Creation, lpas Bangladesh 

Md. Nazmul Hasan, SBCC Officer, ISRHRD Project, SERAC Bangladesh 



Photo credit and interview by 
Non-Academic Youth Photographers from ISRHRD Project Area 

Sumiya Akter Fatema Wasa Rd, Maniknagar, DSCC 

Sapna Rani Mondol- Lalbag, DSCC 

Nupur Akhter- Sher-E-Bangla Rd, Mohammadpur, DSCC 

Masuma Akter, Kamrangirchar, DSCC 

MD. Masum Billah, Nobodoy Bazar, Mohammadpur, DNCC 

Arif Anmed Joy, Chandrima Housing, Mohammadpur, DNCC 

Montaher Arafat, Jnauchar, Hazaribag, DSCC 

Jony Akter, Madrasa Market, Mohakhali, DNCC 

Sumaiya Akter, Shaymoli Housing, Mohammadpur, DNCC 

Farzana Akter Rochana, Sher-E-Bangla Rd, Mohammadpur, DNCC 

Anowar Hosen, Pirerbag, Mirpur, DNCC 

Redwan Hossain, Block-C, Mirpur-10, DNCC 

Munia Akther, Madrasha Market, Mohakhali, DNCC 

Mayabi Akhter Maoya, Noorjahan Rd, Mohammadpur, DNCC 

Rudro Dev Nath, Maniknagar, DSCC 

Md Asif Reza, Kazi Alauddin Rd, Aga Sadek, DSCC 

Md. Robiul Awal, Meradiya Khilgaon, DSCC 

Halimatus Sadia, Faydabad, Uttara, DNCC 

Subnil Sultana, Kazi Alauddin Rd, Aga Sadek, DSCC 

Sanjida Islam Shila, Maniknagar, DSCC 

Sabikun Nahar Rumki, Shahjahan Rd, Mohammadpur, DNCC 

Amit Kumar Bhaumik apu, Darus Salam, Mirpur, DNCC 

Nabiha Israt Runa, Nobodoy Bazar, Mohammadpur, DNCC 

Md.Saidul Islam Rabby, Khilgaon Bazar, DSCC 

Yasin Arafat Rabby, Sher-E-Bangla Rd, Mohammadpur, DNCC 

1st Edition 

Printed in January 2024 

Published by 
Improving Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in Dhaka Project, |lpas Bangladesh 

Printed by: ORCHID 



OTA MAPA AGS AKT AT PAT TAPS Reena Akhtar's unintended pregnancy 

for not using family planning method 

“oneal (Sts SST 

RSW Ta TMA KAT 

ats Cad a8 | fERa 
Oral BOTS GUAT AIS 

2S Sl Ws | SMa aA 

Pale SKAs IH BSH | 
WIS AVM Hal HAT PSST 

Bele OTA SATA 

<I 284 |” 

-ffan SIA 

wa 
Photo Number: PV1-001 

fi ae eee} yee| Neighbor. She had her first GS AA HA AAT Pas HS Ba! 
fea 2ba 74 SMM QE We 

2al| ofS Pel PA OIA Aor feralal AT| fa Slat SAAT GHIA 
Aa Hegel als sat Sale | SAA oA BdT¢ SA Ais 

25 2G UA, Me Sk Gl OM Jalal Jalal IS As BAI SME | 
OA HA PA HI Gl Sa HIS NOM WAS ae AAI 

OM D3 EHD el ASA BI] UNPBEM ASA BINA WA 

fiers Ca | ad Ge fle fen (Zacsirtal) fais AEA, Ale 
PaaS oe | 

“aa 

Ph 

Bid 448 ASP ASI: aifaal SATS Fall, GEBIOTAl 

Photo and interview: Nabiha Israt Runa 

“| didn’t use any 

contraceptive method 

after my second child 

was born. Later my 

period stopped. | 

thought it happened 

just for normal 

reasons. Testing after 

seven months, | came 

to know I was 

pregnant again.” 

-Rina Akter 

Reena aunty is my next-door 

daughter after a year and a half 

of her marriage. After three years, her son was born. 

Aunty thought she would not take the baby 

anymore. However, she still did not use any family 

planning method. After a few days, her periods 

stopped suddenly, and she thought that it had 

stopped normally. She had a test and found that she 

was pregnant again for seven months. Later she 

gave birth to another son. Having too many 

children, aunty became worried and decided to use 

depot injection as a family planning method. Now 

she is stress-free. 

SRHR: Family Planning Service



"What is the point of 
“Je CISTI 113 UG Hela using any contraceptive 
RST Ws, Hel Ss Bs method if I get 

ASI oS Fi? ” pregnant even after 
having the injection?" 

~ Fa - Seema Khatun 

“oa fad + AM ie ae 
WSoTS | Fa STA TAT SET aT 

Wal aad fSa AA Fa 7a YB 
ABO SPST VIA ASST! Fa 

Deas SIA SAKA WAST BST 

“| used to take pills since my 

marriage. Still, after 8 months, | 

became pregnant unintendedly 

and gave birth to my daughter. 

Then | used to get a needle 

(depot injection) every three 

months from a pharmacy. When 

my girl was three years old, | got 

O8bI Sa BAST pregnant again, which | wasn’t 

aR, S Or al <2 aware about. In this condition, | 

TAP MIAH UM Ta Bs went to the pharmacy and took 
fran orate | 2o1¢ 8a oA fH the injection again. Observing 
AFC GAA AI PISiaet GI AA BI Ag B84 | LAAT AIP my symptoms, my mother suspected me as pregnant 
ONE 38 aBGrIN, QE We +3 STATS aT ARNT ey fog again. Then, | informed my drug seller, from whom | 

a § aa a had taken the injection, that | had been suffering from 

8 IRI WA I, ‘ a cll, fog RAR AN FR: vertigo, reluctance to eat, feeling restless, and 

OTA” SATA FAT VINA CIA AATAC VISTA Cel SER vomiting if | ate anything. As suggested by the 
TIS "aa Sa Sa AOS WIS | SEAT SIA GPA TM pharmacy drug seller, | paid a visit to a doctor and 
fica Gane fSfa GRIP Bl Aetal- “SH Gl etal SIT! SIfal at «= Came to know that | was pregnant for three months. 

fepfia ICT #8 Ra CWA, CI aBI Fora Ber Brrr Then, | informed my drug seller about my three 

” months of pregnancy. He was surprised to hear about 

PIA SAX AUT UE?” ICH HINT SA CVT Ae | that and said, "What do you say! You took the needle a 

few days ago! How did it happen? Have you taken any 

medicine roughly?” Seema became tensed. 

Bia 442 WPFISHIS ABT: HSyol SHeia AKA, CLIC 

Photo and interview: Saidul Islam Rabbi SRHR: Family Planning Service 



OREIG HAT BRST VIM AA Pal SAX FGI Ruma suffers from incomplete MR with 

medicines bought from a pharmacy 

without a doctor’s consultation 

“ 234 Maa Fal OA 
ORD DAP Hal BT | APA 

Ae VI Hee ora fara 
Ole 2S 1” 

- Fal 

al (AW 20) DHS Mele, 

BANARAS Se ATT 

Sel A KR OF Ge APS! 

WM SEAS TH al PA FA 
GHIA PEI HOTA brews | AAT 
d 2Ra 1a Ae FY EI Wala 

Ql Pad! O68 ABA 1A 
DIR ASAT PR FAT | CST 

“After taking the medicine | 

suffered from severe lower 

abdominal pain and vaginal 

bleeding for 15 days. | 

recovered after taking 

service from a clinic.” 

- Ruma 

Ruma (20 years) lives in 
Alinagar, Kamrangirchar area 

of Dhaka. Her husband Shipon 

is not financially stable and lazy 

in nature. As her husband 

doesn’t work regularly, Ruma 
runs the household by 

collecting scraps. After a year 

of marriage, Ruma gave birth to 

a healthy baby boy. One year 

FF later, Ruma became pregnant 

FUG CRA APDISt BINH carer 
sha foe aA Fake Fa Were sas fips wT 4 
SAB TAS ASA AR HF AT BINT, DIG AP syxe 

RA AA Hea FS ( AGIA) Para Highs Aa | SAX WII A 
QS SA SACS TAF TAN BF BI Ke ae fa x Apa 
AAC AST Bl SAA Sal GS sofas Hae Aa, 

ORIA (SRE PA AU WT STS INAS WF Tafel | wASHIS FP 

IHS HAF ae WSPEA ANTI WHY Peal TMs 
DTT A PIPES Wot HB AKal VET FA MAT IF 

WSlel feral YE SM | 

BS GR APS ALT: AYA GMGTAL, CYERTOTA 
Photo and interview: Masuma Akhter 

again. By using a pregnancy 

strip bought from a nearby pharmacy, she was 

confirmed about her pregnancy. Given the 

situation, Ruma was not planning to take another 

child and decided to discontinue the pregnancy. She 

bought medicine for MR from the pharmacy. After 

taking the medicine, she suffered from severe lower 
abdominal pain and vaginal bleeding for 15 days. 

Ruma then went to an NGO clinic, where tests 

revealed that she did not have complete MR. Later 

she had her completed MR from that NGO clinic. 

Ruma is now in good health, but she is still in 

economic crisis. 

SRHR: MR Service 



FER FAC PIB CIE 8¥a fA SHOT PAS Tajmahal Akhtar is at risks by taking 

fied AAS YS Goa SHAR ISA medicine herself for MR from the 
pharmacy 

"| went through 

SSRIS Fars Gar STE serious health 

problems after taking 

FT EDT RA, SGP SRS medicine for MR from 
| Bal Refaet onal pharmacy. | had 

iba ari” severe bleeding and 
was in bed for seven 

~ ORAReT MSTA days. | thought I 
would not survive.” 

- Tajmahal Akhtar 

Saal ASA THA OG IQA | Tajmahal Akhtar is 35 years 

qo Gas faal Hake 8 (ac old. She has married off her 

eldest daughter and was Tet IGS CUBA | Ia WAT ASS 
AGTCrSa v " 3 aa 6G looking for a bride for his son. At that time, Tajmahal 

FRA oll PAS! SATA Ral | Gi GT became pregnant again unintendedly due to not 

TAF TS Bl USA PAC fSfel AIT AR pital ST following proper contraceptive method. But she 
ATT DISH AP BAL AA MHA AAG PAA SI Sea, FZ didn't want to continue her pregnancy as she 
Cte WSs fa safe | IA Wet Sl GAP TY Baqi Gal} thought her son and daughter quite grown up. So, 
SRA fSfSe Ba, Jee TA KAAS HAUT BAI | VISTA AOA HTeasa_-~—«- She bought medicine from the pharmacy and tried 

fasraI Bs oaal ae to do MR, but it was not done properly. As a result, 

Cra | SIRI SP HBR fel CI SHS ANIA | AIA fSTel she went through serious health problems like 
FRA! heavy bleeding and others. She couldn't get out of 

bed for about a week. Finally, she recovered by the 

treatment of a physician. 

Bid Je ARPT AST: Als SMA Wal, CERIO 

Photo and interview: Md Arif Khan SRHR: MR Service 
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GUST A Cal VA AS CAA Satara Nilima's in-laws forced to abort her 

unborn baby for not receiving dowry 

38 FRA SAA CHAI MAN GALT 

AM Pa MA HAS SAS Bois 

a aa om aaa! cigars 

CPR SA GA DOA YP 

PA SAB feta SAG Al 
OF WSEAS | SA WAS BINA FAT 

Ba WabR zAiSa crpsaa 

Photo Number: PV1-005 

“For dowry they all 

pressurized me to abort 

my baby and they used 

to taunt me." 

- Nilima 

Neelima, at her age of 14, was 

married off by her family 

without her consent right after 

she passed her fifth standard. 

Within four months’ of 

marriage, Nilima's husband 

and in-laws started torturing 

her for dowry. In this situation 

Neelima came to know that she 

ods i Tatas Gee AAS AAS BIG AP | AP PTT 

Det facia 1a AMI ab PAA Ges SH BM fiw A! 

PANO, FAT AQ WAS AHA SAI lige ew omatel | facta 
45 Daa esa HS FAS A CE SA ARM AS BEI 

STG | HAMA 1A SS ARIA AMSG Aa LI Bz | freA 8 STA 

WRKAS PRAT Caer Ie SAAfel STA WAT ACHANP Se AAI 
oa Wat sae eS al FA] HSA GAI-CHICKA Gas 
ASAI facial PIP PATA PA PAR | facta SS SHS 

FRI aahbo fase fic =f | 

BAS Jak APPA AVA: CA YAS, CARI 
Photo and interview: Sheikh Sumaiya 

was pregnant. Hearing about 

the pregnancy, her husband and in-laws increased 

physical and mental torture on her. At one point they 

pressurized Neelima for abortion. Nilima's in-laws 

wanted her husband to get married for the second 

time, because Nilima's father could not pay the dowry 

as promised at the time of her marriage. Neelima 

could not bear such inhuman torture and went back to 

her father's house. After a few days, the child was born 

there. Her husband did not keep contact with Nilima 

and her child. Neelima’s husband got married again. 

Nilima is currently working in a garment factory to 

support her child. She is worried about the uncertain 

future of her child. 

SRHR: Reproductive coercion 



AMIS Wald fade erty Age Giaa Minu's life is disturbed by the torture of 

her drug addicted husband 

“SMe AGIA AS Fra 
Bal Bret-Giet Fal Safet | 
SIR Sarat (Bat) HBT 
CPI IRIS Gal CCT, 

@IIA3 TIANA et, HF, 

TA IBS PAS TT |” 

~ fer 

"| work at people's 

houses to serve my 

family. Moreover, | had 

to give him money for 

his drugs 

(intoxication), but still, 

| face physical and 

mental violence by 

him." 

- Minu 

7 4 Hf 

Photo Number: PV1-006 

fAqa WA Zw wet Se AA AS! CNA ASO TH TA 
WHA Brena faq | Sa OA AMPS Wat afSferso WaAAPSKA 
faeiSal Breve BA Gals | AHEPA Gels BP HG AI BEB, Bet 
opHfas faired | CUT TS OF KA PA GUA VAS | IT PET 
Mawirors ory al SRA fq | 

Ba 4a8 ARPA AST: Seta HMMs, CERIO 

Photo and interview: Halimatus Sadia 

Minu’s husband is capable of working, but he stays 

at home. Minu runs the family by working at 

people's houses. But her drug addict husband 

constantly tortures her physically and mentally for 

money. If Minu doesn't want to pay for drugs, brutal 

torture goes on. He threatened Minu to throw her 

out from his home. As a result, Minu is mentally 

disturbed. 

= SGBV: Violence against Women 
a 



GSTS ASMA: IAA Sl QT etal TATA. «1 Rape and Pragnant: What happened to 

adolescent Naima finally...! 

“PAS GS SAS Al 
BIN Caled AATSeT FIT | 
FAA YY VSI GT A 
DISK S41 PRE fAal ONE, 
OREM Kel STAT CKD 

=|” 

— MST 

OA HTT PMA OA HN GS 
Wel APT HA TARAS AIT BA 
RR A MOS HZ aI Aci 

Tel BAS TA! AIS OF ATS 
APG PA, Al AKA (FR A 
aT | faghia Hs aT *NAAS 3 
AAFC GS BA 1G | 8 AH 

Aa AKA SITY SAS AWM ASH 
AUP | SA AT SH VS CAT | 
TA PA BING AN TAKA & 

Photo Number: PV1-007 

"My cousin used to 

sexually abuse me 

often. When | became 

sick my mother took 

me to pay a visit toa 

doctor. The doctor said 

| was pregnant.” 

- Naima 

One day in 2022, Naima’s 

cousin Sajal found Naima alone 

and raped her, and _ he 

threatened her not to tell 

anyone at home. She didn’t tell 

anything out of fear and 

gradually she became 

physically and mentally ill. After 

4 months, Naima's condition 

worsened. Her mother took her 

to a doctor. The doctor 

NOM TSG | AIA 2 RAIS Wet Bera Pao vrei, as 
OCH BAP HSA A OH BA PA Ie MH WS BIA A 
AIG Ril PAA | A-FTANAA Sl AKAM AR-A AS BEI 

WA | Mas & A AF Wa AKA AP PHYS Al HIKA Bay] 
REN Sia HAC HATA GA Al, Wiel AKI Aa Pa 
AT | TRA ART Med PZ IA AAA Wiel VT CAS TENT | 

Mert STP aercen Yow orate | 

BAA Jae HPSS HSA: Beran HAM, CERO 

Photo and interview: Halimatus Sadia 

suggested a test, and Naima 

was found pregnant with 5 months. At first, Sajal 

did not want to admit this, but after being 

threatened by about police, he confessed and said 

that he would marry Naima after having given birth 

to the baby. Naima’'s parents agreed for the fear of 

honor. 5 months later, Naima gave birth to a baby 

girl, but Sajal's family denied marrying Naima. Sajal 

fled the city as Naima's father threatened Sajal 
about the police. Police have not found him yet. 

SGBV: Sexual Violence 



Wala AST Halal AGI GiSelal HON ATA Single mother Rita is being abused in 

her brother’s house 

fod ead fall Se Wat Bay 
AGG CRA BG TIS! fo 

Peleet| TS Aen Sahat sess 

Photo Number: PV1-008 

"Look at my son and 

help me. He is young; 

he cannot bear being 

hungry." 

- Rita 

Rita had her love marriage. 

Her husband worked at a local 

salon. None of Rita’s family 

agreed with her marriage. Her 

sick father died within a few days. The brothers 

accused Rita about her father’s death. She was not 

happy in her husband's house either. After some 

time, she gave birth to a son. But her husband died 

suddenly in an accident while driving a rickshaw 

during the Corona period. Rita with her son took 

shelter in her elder brother's house. Rita's life has 

become perished because of her brother's wife hoot 

all the time. 

AMI WT | SIH SCAM, FA CTS ASA | WA ASS YA Ve aT 
STA | PRM 1a Sl APS RE ASA VA | PRA ANA (APT BAAS 

CREM Kal | Wet Aol SAM TOGA ABI BAG Bers ferent Hal 
36a for aa | 

Bia 428 AST AVI: a HACIA, CERIO 

Photo and interview: Rudra Debnath a GBV: Denial of Rights and opportunity 



AIH 3d <I ASIII ABS PAS al CCA Ikra stood against her father for 

torturing her mother! 

Photo Number; PV1-009 

mm 

SI AT a8 Meat feta | Sey AIH fAal ASW HST 
CR Paw Adal! fal © ARE NWN fsa 2 Hal SA 

Talal Ba | Hela ANA AAI Ae BAK FIZ ASG AGa @ 
FRENAST SPT PA STI Slat Wafel| GA NEI boos OA WA 

alae 3 ahs fexiiod| MAAS fof ae safse~@ 

Preto brea wa sae Sate OS sal a aeha AIG 

VIER Bieta UM AWA VeN al! Sea fSfa Se Pea, OF 

DBT REA-AGE IT PKA] VF FI QA-AA Aga 
Pala YS | MAS IAA FY ALF Wale HAMAS AT NSA AT 
Yl AC I AIGA HIT | fSfet HON BIAS APTN 

fae 209 ARS ON AAT SA STA FINA ANS AI BID 

Orel — aaa ofa we ta afoam of sae AGM CT 

GTS | 

BAS 4e2 FPSB ISA: HTakSrr Seva Pet, ERIOTA 
Photo and interview: Sanjida Islam Shila 

"My husband was only 

a person of torture and 

obstacle in my life. 

Community say - 

husbands are to beat 

and wives are to 

tolerate." 

- Ikra 

My mother was meritorious. Being married at a 
young age, she could not complete her studies. 

Within 3 years of marriage, she became a mother of 

two children. She did not get any support from 

family and husband during pregnancy. Moreover, 

my father continued physical and mental torture on 

her. Later, she got a teaching job in an NGO, and 

admitted herself for Batchelor’s degree. But one 

day in my mother's absence, father burnt all her 

books. So, it was not possible for my mother to 

continue her studies. Then she decided that her 

children would peruse her dreams which she could 

not fulfill. The struggle to raise her children started. 

Since my father did not provide support to our 

family, my mother had to provide tuition to children 

at home. She also supported my unemployed 

father’s daily expenses. Even after 23 years of 

marriage, my father raised hands on my mother in 

front of us. This is the first time | dared to protest 

and stood by my mother. 

GBV: Violence against Women



Amiran, a victim of gang rape and 

betrayal of marriage 

- 

Photo Number: PV1-010 
a 

SATA IF A A CATS WKS BI] SPHAT TATA 

OIG | ORIG SIA Ae OA fey A_A Wl oA fS 

PIG AI APR IAL GA AG SAA AAI GSKA AAI! ithe 
FH A AP A AIA AGS SPW BF FA BdT¢ TSA 
GMAT FES CSA faa TA TF PA LAI BA | TRA A 
ME KP SA ARMS OS WAST PA Me AT) SPO 
Maa F AGA IPG BPTOKeT feet fS_Er asses 
DART A SMA 1A OF Mera Fel Ae FI | 

"My dream of starting 

a family was 

destroyed after being 

gang-raped in the 

name of marriage" 

- Amiran 

a aie. | 

Amiran had an affair with Rabbi. Rabbi promised 

Amiran to marry. Amiran left her home and went 

out with Rabbi to someone’s house to get married 

on the same day. At that house, Rabbi introduced 

Amiran to some of his friends. And she was told 

that his friends would be with him for the wedding 

arrangements to be held at that night. Later that 

evening, Rabbi’s friends began to arrive one by one. 

Suddenly Rabbi took Amiran into a room, locked 

the door and raped her. Then Rabbi’s friends’ 

gang-raped her one after one and all fled away. 

Later, the people of that house found Amiran and 

took her to the hospital. After returning to normal 

condition, Amiran went to the police station and 

filed a case. 

Bia SR HPSS ALT: HAleiet Yetta, CAPRI 

Photo and interview: Sabnil Sultana <= = = 8 = = SGBV: Sexual Violence 
=F fe =m 

SQ == & = = 



Nupur dreams of a safe and peaceful life 

“AUD fal PS BY HASTA "How much I| dreamed 
fa OKO SIA Sens | about dancing | loved! But 
orga fei oS 3 my father was against my 

dancing. Due to my father's 

CIB RIS 2a Aaa torture, I, my mother and 

APTI ADT ATS |” younger sisters now live in 
people's homes." 

- Nupur 

ua QS | OAT BA Seal | TE | am Nupur. We are four sisters. | 
i a have been going through mental 

frat a aga wre, ° pain for a long time. Still I’m 
FI eS PA bel AIA struggling with myself. The discord 
FES NAlMetes Bete ef ag AD between my parents has been going 

on for more than nine months. Three 
months ago, my father beat my 

mother a lot, and threw her out of 
the house along with my two 

younger sisters. We two elder sisters 

stayed with our father. | am the 
eldest daughter of the family. | could 

not understand where my mother 
Fiera we, F wa oA sah would live with my two younger 
2K OM STAR SIR BID Ke sisters, what they’d eat and what | 

em ere ORa cme Photo Number: PV1-011 needed to do with my father and my 
& ose other younger sisters! | used to sing 

am QU SB Mal FSI and dance since my childhood and 

FR YI Cel a PAR! fAisq have performed in various dance 
CHIAS WSs Sal! fegina OI aaa 2 CHINA Bes ERAT programs. Recently, while | was going to Chittagong to 
BIS AAT SAS OA A G| SUA Ala CK ST BINT perform in a program, my father did not allow me. When | 

& tried to explain to him, my father beat me severely, and 

SBS NANA PA, A AMOS OTA A UH I PS | SAN threw me out of the house that night. | cried a lot and ended 
SiR is SER TE A RT TE GB Cotas rare <i Sone eee eee acre 
Pac fea SAI SIE facta, APTS Fea AKO MNAT| fe al, S| down, he would call me back home. But no, it did not 
aaa) ava oeig OI 4a APTS, oF ADTE wes! HAA OAM happen so! Till now | am staying at my friend’s house. My 

a secondary school certificate (SSC) exam is ahead. And at 
DUDA AST | GTA A HA A ATH OCA MZ, AT RTH | Gafed AT this stage, neither my mother nor my father is with me. | do 
FINA St REI! not know what will happen next! 

IM5| 75 fSa NP SCT ATT NI 

DAP Gi AAA PE, AT SI ID 

Gs GIN APT Ake KA PA Gal! 

OTA | AOE TS al ofa! A 

BAS JAR APSHA AVA: IGA SS, CT 
Photo and interview: Fatema Akhter GBV: Denial of rights and opportunities 



Family ties stand in the way of Rimi's 

dreams 

fafa (eT), FH ae | AA AB YS 
DIEING SI WIA QPS HAE 

IPA AG PKG MA OA AT BSS 

ARTA CHGS OT 8 FIT GOS 

Mla PA A | SA GIF 8 OI <M 

TRAN OF AG AA FEI SA 

Photo Number: PV1-012 

"| love to dance. My 

mother takes me to 

dance classes in 

hiding, but we fear If 

caught red-handed 

by my father." 

- Rimi 

Rimi (pseudonym), age 15. 
Rimi loves to dance and can 

dance nicely’ since her 

childhood. No one in her 

family supports her dancing 

except her mother. Her father 

Fe TSS We Sel SR Pad WAM GS fa fafa a OM 

WPARA SAT 3 Seg afS YI U_ANet | Sal HHI GSI PeaAa a 
3M Wee Sea sea AS ao aI al fF oa NaS 

SRT OI SEP AAI, BOT MA AH PA ALKA) LB GT Aas OF 
SPI] BENE | 

Bit 428 WREST ALT: AITO OIAIPTS, CAERIOTAT 

Photo and interview:: Muntaher Arafat 

and brother always forbade 

her to dance. According to her father, girls should 

not go out much, and there is no need to do 

anything other than study and housework. Rimi's 

mother is very caring about her children's interests 

and wishes. She always tries not to deprive her 

children of their interests. She secretly takes dance 

classes with the help of her mother. But she is 

always in fear that if her father ever finds out about 

her dancing, she will be beaten a lot, maybe locked 
in the house! With this fear Rima is moving forward. 

GBV: Denial of rights and opportunities 
—=—~ & = = 
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Nirob could not pursue his dream of 

becoming a dancer. 

Photo Number: PV1-013 
ys 

SUS TAT (HATA) | AE STS APMP STS PAPA YP 
RITA Gag feel | db AES TWA AHS OIG Pala OPTION aI PAHS 
GRE AAS OTA | OAAeT AHS VIF RET TOMA BIA CBT | PARP 
AIO FAIS qo he hal shia crema | Fy sR ACEI BAA 
SINK ob 2K aa CET OA HAS aT S| BF BET AfSq 
Doral AAMAS floal- MCMC CP, GT TATA QL | Tel BF 
QE - GMS IPRA AGT, TP AA 3 WS REA, CATA AI tT 
PATS fry ats 3 TAS Tela AGH PAM!) VY STA Aes a 

OTA AIA DS FA CHA 1S GIA WAT AAT SIA SCT ACT 
FICS PA A SUAS | PA VAT CMA STA SIT ANS OA a | 

aoa Be TOA! 83a Sq feet STAT | 

) 
~ 

"Dancing can bea 

hobby for a boy also. 

| had to suppress my 

desire to become a 

dancer amid so many 

bad words of people. 

Even my family does 

not encourage me 

anymore.” 

- Nirob 

| am Nirob (pseudonym). | have always been 
interested in getting involved in extra curricular 

activities besides my studies. Since the age of 16, | 

used to love dancing beside the art. Since then, | 

have made an effort to become a dancer. Within a 

few months, | managed to dance quite well. Being a 

boy, no one accepted my dancing in a good way. 

Mental torture started in different ways from my 

neighbors and friends. | was taunted as a 

transgender, half girl and half boy, having sex with 

men and boys, and other nonsense! They not only 

told all these things to me but also to my family. My 

family no longer supports me after hearing these. 

They do not allow me to take part in dance 

programs anymore. | had to keep my dreams of 

becoming a dancer suppressed. 

GBV: Denial of rights and opportunities 



WAM Yer - Ia MPa RA Giza Glas Sosa 
DAFA Balhae Ala 

Bithi's life was about to become 

miserable being a victim of cyber 

bullying 

@e@iba am fat (agen), = 

db, Aan aie Al OF ABA 

“..He intimidated me 

by threatening to 

make my pictures 

viral, and he did with 

some. | became so 

worried and ashamed 

to go outside." 

- Bithi 

Bithi (pseudonym), 16 years old, 

a student of nine grade. When 

she was in the seventh grade, 

she got into a relationship and 

shared personal pictures with 

her boyfriend. After a few days 

when they broke up, the boy 

started to blackmail Bithi to make those pictures viral. 

He repeatedly threatened Bithi, "| will show the 

pictures to your parents and send the pictures to the 

phones of your neighbors". Bithi was very scared after 

hearing this but could not share this matter with 

anybody. Meanwhile, the boy sent those pictures to 

many people, and everyone came to know about it. As 

a result, Bithi panicked and mentally broke down. But, 

since the boy was already known as a local scoundrel 

in the community, Bithi’s neighbors warned him to 

stay away from Bithi and stop doing any harm to her. 

They also warned him about the punishment 

mentioned under the ICT Act for misusing social 

media. Since then, the boy stopped disturbing Bithi 

anymore. 

AIS TerPieta AA SP He 

BSal TT] OF a Fal SA facwra 
fee =e Bes efawa Fel 

CRIS Bl | SBM ra EPS BAI 
sonra om Gai aera exeiBer Of ec wu cea ee 

G@ibe 7K <i “OM AKI-are BRET CM, AnI-afSaat 
FRI GIA BBE MSA AA” | PAT SA al Ya GI CT WT GH 
a3 Wel 4 Aa Ca Pawo Nafeet a Ja ATA Sha ei 

OB BBE TAA PLE MST al Ae FAM HPCE GT UTI | ST 

WET AT ST CH AAAS STS 1S | (FS QI AIR IAAT 
ae Roe aalbos fit, IM CISA QoS SK 4 WHAT 

Steers Aaa HOS Fea JAN WAG ANA NAIA 

D8 OF GAT BI | TAS A Cab aie ara Rae Tala | 

Photo Number: PV1-014 

Bia 428 WREST ALT: AITO OIAIPTS, CAERIOTA 

Photo and interview: Muntaher Arafat == = S = = SGBV: Cyberbullying 
=f = uw we 

—=— = a 



Suchana's mother's life is going on 

accepting the extreme torture of her 

father 

“Wald BO Alea WSs 

Jpad AK-ae ab salecn 

aad a2 OM SIT (GST fac Pea | 

GIA | Yas ZT MIs SA AH 

PAGa A AOA CHUAN AS fiesa 

aT | Tt FAC SA Al MAO PA 

Pal VS PAA | AKA NA OA NIG 
Rib ae ane af act a 

GEM (Set A] ARNG OA A AA Sa calla Seiwa FHA | AT 
AB MIA SICA DI AAS blafel | Fa GMa WI FAS a CVA 

TIGA FIR Tq PA FAHY BI Weta | Pel APA AT BE FAI 

IC TIGA Ae SS CHE ARGH ATLA Pala! PSO 

Zed; GEES AG Adel TO TAPAS Ae! Fa AI AG, 
“ala QS ASA AWM AAS AIT!” 

Photo Number: PV1-015 

Ria 442 ASP AVI: AMIOKRA SIRES, CERIO 

Photo and interview: Muntaher Arafat 

... My mother believes, 

"Even if | die beaten by 

husband, it's heaven!" 

- Suchana 

Suchana’s parents had a love 

marriage. But her father got 

remarried just after a few 

years. From then on, their 

lives became turbulent. 

Suchana's father used to beat 

her mother and _ family 

members often. After her 

father's second marriage, he 

did not pay any family 

expenses. So, Suchana’s 

mother started working in 

garments. Sometimes her father used to beat her 

mother if she was late coming from duty. Her father 

had an inappropriate attitude towards his own 

daughters in the absence of the mother. Moreover, 

her father used to sexually abuse her mother. Her 

mother felt ashamed to share this with her children 

initially, one day she couldn't help herself but to 

share them everything. One day, Suchana's father 

suddenly started to beat her mother severely 
twisting the veil around her mother's neck. When 

she went for treatment, the doctor told her mother 

to file a case against her husband. Her daughters 

also told her many times to sue. But her mother 

says, "Even if | die beaten by husband, it's heaven!" 

a SGBV: Violence against Women 



“SUgisa Tele WAS CI "Everything created by 
Yaa | Plell Ss AT God is beautiful. As | 

CAT HAA CCT A SAT am dark and short, 

Dis BA Sra | Gill SSA they do whatever they 
. ° want to do with me. 

an iad 3 ome They seem to get 

: n clerics relieved only if they 

Ora AH | can marry me off by 
force, even with 

~ eal dowry." 

- Runa 

Pal CAS Fel 8 AI BwT we 1 - : B Since Runa’s complexion is 

@ibael APS WAP BWR ene dark and she is short, | have 

Ger 20 cele one | aS OA seen her being neglected 
ATA FAl Yano Ol, AINa- “OMICT ASM CAS Bets since her childhood. Her parents had to listen to 

wnet: fan fiw WAS FS B84 OMe! sma Bde Bal @ra_~—stthiings like, “Your girl looks black and short! It will be 

im GSU Bes sz fer fica ao a1 fea fara va ——s-Very difficult for you to marry her off. One day, 

FAS ANE SA Bat Boar al, Tala Giro ane ae pang 4 Suddenly, Runa was married off by her family 

ae Ona aT Sra | afer Gara HAI SIA Caters HaTa.~«=—SC Without any basic information about her husband. 

Sa FPA SAI | SH Sols GCS BI | GAT OK Ahod eieaa Right after marriage, she finds out that her husband 

IQS HEI SATS STH AI AIA Bey THAT GBS PA | is not normal, has physical complications and 

cannot even speak properly. At local mediation, her 

in-laws acknowledged their son's problem. Then 

Runa got divorced. Now, her family is trying hard to 

marry her off again even with dowry. 

BAS S28 APRA AVI: apa TA FAP, COTA 

Photo and interview: Sabikun Nahar Rumki GBV: Violence against Women 



Sharmin, a victim of child marriage and 

torture: Her child is also growing up in 

uncertainty 

“fSaal al CABS DEI SATA 
Sora feriroal | SST PT 

fAMS AS M8 | 41 ACS 
SNA STATA (lS SA 
Sl | SESHOUT SAATST SCH 
ASS Gal] G3, PHI TNS 

WA-AAT I HI As STI 

SUA SGT IAS AP 
GR aie |” 

- »Tafaat 

fagts attains al “feet | SEQ 

USIEA Gel OA AA Get WS 

aie RAMAN Photo Number: PV1-017 
fied wa OK SI De all 

feaisa| Aaa b AD wa sat 
wee BA aie cere Aiea SK =A aoe fel ToT | 
4S OS WA GOK UA SKA Vie wa Aealel| Oa 
Wied TPT Aoed at al Taal A TAM GAS wa 

maaaeor pS DAT BI] GAT AANA AT BSW, STA AAT 

ADI SICH PIA A Ae Pala | AGATA >All OM Wee feral 
OM SRS AA ON | AKA OI NES SES ale, Ae Deke | 

BAS ISR APSA ALT: YAM GGA BOA, IO 
/ Photo and interview: Sumaiya Akhtar Fatema 

“| have been tortured 
since marriage. Even, | 
was beaten during my 
pregnancy. In the 
meantime, | got 
diagnosed with TB. | 
gave birth to my baby in 
my father's house. My 

husband didn’t spend a 
single penny, on the 
contrary, he has not 

seen my child's face yet.” 

- Sharmin 

Sharmin is a girl from a 
lower-income family. She had a 

desire for higher studies, but due 

to poverty, her father married her 

off early. But after the marriage, 

she has been going through 
tortures. After 8 months of 

marriage, when she was 

pregnant was also diagnosed with tuberculosis. But her 

husband, Motaleb was not taking care of her, therefore 

her father brought back her to home. Since then, her 

husband did not contact with her and got married again 
in the meantime. After knowing about his second 

marriage, a family mediation was arranged. As there was 

no resolution, her father filed a suit after waiting for 2 

months. Currently, Sharmin is at her father's house with 
her child. Divorce hasn’t been done yet; the case is 

ongoing. 

SGBV: Child Marriage 



SIRT FT| FAIA PAT HE Sled 
AH Tad Gl OM WA OF WA 
SPAT FA ATT AT | Tel HWS MAA HAAWY GS"A PAA | STA 

APRA AE GA Pela TWH CWA Bes | Ia Pye va Gas 
Bel] RN | SHAS AN SA AAS CUS AAS AA AT | SACHA STAT 

wad aaa AR aa TAI A AIEl FAT Aeia | STAT GTS 
BEd Gl, SHA ET DICT AS AMPS, GAfaera Aa et act 
CET BI AA] TS OAT A BPM TAK AA aaa A ar 
BA AI Creal | FARIA PS CRT HATS ST AUS CRA OTST DTT 
AS Wa CRIA Ted HM Gel] Sa GOS_A “AS OIA KI 
@ral “faasa Bafa) AT TAA Al DSBS FT FAW aI CMA 

GAC SA PAT CA GA AT | GAT CL STAN CRT SISTA ABT 

BAO A CWA SIP AMPS fay ER MSaNI | 

Photo Number: PV1-018 
EE 

AS AER ASFA AV: ase SHS Ae, CHRIS 
Photo and interview: Sanjida Islam Shila 

"My father was already a 
drug addict before 
marriage, but my 
grandparents hid this 
during their marriage. 
They thought that my 
father would be changed 
if he got married and had 

children. But..." 

- Tanha 

My mother had _ arranged 
marriage and my father was ten 

years older than her. Within a 

month my mother noticed that 

my father was not talking to her 

properly. He vandalized everything in the house just for 

silly matters. Also, he used to physically assault my 
mother for small issues. Meanwhile, in-laws of my 

mother pressurized her to have a baby soon. | was born 

after a while. Even having a daughter, my father had no 

interest in his child and did not change himself at all. 

Therefore, my mother’s family had a talk with my father’s 

family to solve issues. They finally admitted that their son 

was already drug addicted before marriage. They 

married him off hiding the fact so that he would be 

changed after marriage. Not seeing any change, they put 
pressure on my mother to have a child. But despite all 

this, there was no change in him. Then my mother could 

not bear the torture and came to her father's house with 

me. My father and his family had not been in contact with 

us since then. We came to know that they too could not 

bear the torture of their son and sent him to a 

rehabilitation center for treatment. 

GBV: Violence against Women 



Motherless Bully, the victim of child 

marriage and torture 

“<0 AIG SKE CST "I never received the 
PAA MNS AS | LA BACH love of my parents. 
aa Bra, ae al Bala Now | want to know, is 
SRA Sy CNS Bet this the love of husband 

a : that dmoth BEB & or TreTAPT?” at my granamotner 

dreamed of for me?" 

- Buli 

When Bully was one and a half 

years old, her mother lost her 

mental sanity and disappeared. 

He grew up- with her 

grandmother. A few days later 

her father also died of a stroke. 

BT MAST AAT PIAA CRT SMT SIT | 
AGE GH Uew TIA BE | FOR fret 
al OM IK OG PA AKI Ua! 

FIG AS A CHAM Bors, “ele 

ERR ESCM Photo Number: PV1-019 Grandmother used to tell 
TAF CK” | Yet BD, FR stories to Buli at night, "When 
Jaq Tl BIG Cla ASS a you get married, you will see 
FCA Wl wl bell BSF Ballot STA! BB Wel, Wa d8 fF 3¢ ABA ~~ your husband will love very much". Bully used to 

AH SAG Bde OK AA A Viet | Ae Wallac aa west Gai nfSs + smile and not say anything. Maybe since then she 
aa, fea HS XeT a] WANs GI AWS EPI PA HA OK SKA = Started walking with a dream. When little Bully was 

as | Ger Bal BAA SMS | AT CH TG, ST SIA @S S| 14 «Or 15 years, she was suddenly married off. Bully 
CRS AT RSS YER SA RS UPI aol an Hera! Bei thought her grandmother's story would be true, but 

CARA BAS SAS A SA WA FAI See Ba ANA FB TA it was not. Her husband used to come drunk every 
RGNG XH OK TA Oe Ba Bae ST el PIT CA BARC night and beat her. Bully would cry, because she 

thought she was unfortunate, she had no one else. 

CMT | SCART SA CH BRICOT SUCRPTT FA FAT | Soon, a daughter came across her lap. Buli thought 

that after having the child her husband would get 

better. But because she had a daughter, her 

husband left her alone forever and disappeared 

somewhere. Neighbors say he may have remarried 

elsewhere. 

BS Aa HGH AVI: SHAS PAA GS, CERO 

Photo and interview: Amit Kumar Bhowmik GBV: Child Marriage 



Jahanara and her child are living a poor 

life on the footpath 

“IDS Oe CPT SM 4 "My life is ruined 
SUA Giaet SAH BSATT << because of dowry and 
CIA| BAA Bata addiction. Even the 

fAsSat CIBEET SEBTGTS child was not spared 
from my husband's 

GIS OTST » 
ALL abuse." 

: : - Jahanara 

aM 38 Wad Oi Aa Bal A Photo Number: PV1-020 Jahanara got married only at 
wgad| Aad aes aigws [SA PPE?) BNE =the age of 14. On the very 
OST BPI AT HST VF BI AeTAH | wedding night, verbal abuse 
Ra fq fia At NATH RS NG IS GIN BF Bl <awaere Started as the full amount of dowry was not given. 
ASEIS We AAS FAS WE CLA HA FAS Maa SA After a few days, verbal abuse turns into physical 

aS SHOE | SOS TS Ga oH ame BRT GoM Te assault. Eventually, Jahanara realized that her 

Refers SRA 1s ANE Ae Se A aaa —_ husband was a drug addict. Even, the child was 

ead " _ ~ once pawned by her husband to get money from his 

PTA BS BAT AT MS MAT GH CA eal (VS VILA NEA BHAA wife for drugs. One day he tried to kill Jahanara by 

GF! Fal STUHPA GA ACT AGS CKel, WIIG ASI HS poison as she didn’t provide money for drugs. 
DPR bel SIO aber fea! SE DIY OA ES | SIRI — Jahanara survived luckily. Later she left the family 
ABA Ma FAA <I YSIG Ferd Gra Ig Msibee fal fa — with the child and moved to Dhaka. But she has no 
SIDI GSlelsT | one in Dhaka. Now, Jahanara has no options but to 

spend her days with the small kid on the roadside or 

the foot over bridge. 

Ba Jae ASP AST: Als SUP GIST, ERICA 

Photo and interview: Md Asif Reza --= = S = = GBV: Violence against Women 
era et 

== = & ee 



Enduring physical ridicule is a daily 

reality of Bijoy 

"Everyone makes 

fun of me for 

being fat. No one 

wants to play 

with me, | feel 

very sad. Now | 

don't feel like 

leaving my house 

anymore." 

Photo Number: PV1-021 - Bijoy 

oe 

AGA FW d0 Aad | 1 YS AY 9 QQ WK! Fa Bijoy is a 10-year-old cheerful and friendly boy. 

“Ga GIB RIT TAC TAHA OM AG, ASNT, oy But due to his fat body, he is always teased with 

SAE PESTA TE RUBS TUS TH PU GAS | PAST ASA harsh words from his friends, neighbors, 

AUB, TACGH UET Bear ABS SOU AGH SUH AIK AA GT | relatives, even teachers. Sometimes, he is 

° called a baby elephant, sometimes buffalo etc. 

AAG SAS (AHA TT AIM USF | AS (LATS OF FAS TR Bijoy remains upset often now a days. He can't 

AMS AMA A | TSAMA OK GMA PA PS YAS HAS OF tel] anyone about these things. At present, even 
¥2 aS BT Sake OF AT-M 3 TRA GA BIW AI if someone gives him something to eat with 
Pl MAKE | Ol OT Sas SAI WIAA SPS) AGIA NES AUP | love, he becomes upset. Recently, he has 

almost stopped eating, drinking, and going out. 

He is always in a state of shame and fear of 

hearing these things. 

Bid Se WSFA IVA: Sera PH MMA, ROT 

Photo and interview: Halimatus Sadia GBV: Body Shaming 
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MAAS Sago il WANA PRs faired Rubel is a victim of torture with physical 

Pista S35] <PAIet! FACE PY PAI- Gt fe alga am challenge and illness! 

"| have no control 

on my physical 

condition, yet 

everyone keeps me 

away. If anything 

happens, they 

raise their hands 

on me. | tolerate it 

day after day. Am | 

X not a human?" 

PhotoNumber:PV1-022. UE YAU 
¥ amu, 

oy a a, 

Peet 2H 201 CF afay, Spa Al “faa Hela | Satlas ~—- Rubel, 20 years old, comes from a poor and helpless 
RAGA AGI blel-bed, SIbK-SIbAT PRK fai at] s —« Family. Rubel’s behavior is not like a normal man. 
SIBST Gel STE SIS HANS OF am GIN 3 orga Everyone laughs at his behavior. Rubel is, in fact, an 

es @S PAG TASS FA) Tae HVAT ABT BB OF epileptic patient. No one ever felt his helplessness, 

ITeT PE “ rather goes through physical abuses in different 

PA FAS OA NA AO HET! WA PKA AIAG ASAT XW incidents. It's just fun for others, but Rubel is 
FIFI AAAS TY SS 1A PAA | POS feral a8 FSA devastated by intense emotional pain. He can't 

PU TA IAS MA aT | Sha SIC BPTOKA JAorens — explain his pain to anyone. Recently, he has been 
PA Gel Ch OM NAA ATs fie onfel Tae | diagnosed with a collection of fluid in the left side of 

his head. 

Ba ARR APTS AVA: THAIS FATA GAP, CBR 
Photo and interview: Amit Kumar Bhowmik GBV: Body Shaming 



a) 

“SNe SMA NI AAA 
SAGSKAS PF SAL, 

TUATHA PA Kel- DI 
SNA PLE AGS oer! SMa 

Ww Us” 

SA Gd Oa ARQ Bolsa 
QR | FANT IPH FZ POH 
SINGS NSIC TST | SMT Slew PAT Photo Number: PV1-023 

RA Al AG Wl Pa Ace A 

aT) Soha TIN GHIA TAY GAA ATT So! SM oe 

a OF DAR Nl AR CSS > PA, TAA FAT 

Qel-OM SSM FE ATES Met) SiN Ae Ws! OM OIA 
DSO SH TBAT 8 PA-ASTT WAT PRG ALS; GME Tels OF Cel 

8 AG Ssak afS3 GPS S_er FA! SUS SI Creal WI) Ia 
UPS TIAA WI STATA GAQ AGH AEG | Ae SHAMS HII MATA 

BIC AHRQ Ss | YI FA GA-HAWG BI | CRAM TTA SMA BZ 
GH PARAN a TAK ofS SA SAPgS SAA! SA GUE 
AER “SIC AR PERIel PAO ASIA AT, Wet fel” 

Sapna's friendship is broken by the 

strange behavior of her female friend 

"Ayna repeatedly 

touched me abnormally, 

spoke differently - | 

found it strange! I got 

nervous." 

- Sapna 

Ayna and | have been friends 

since school. Then we 

studied together at the same 

college. Ayna used to 

become jealous if | talked to 

or mingled with any other boy or girl. One day 

Ayna came to my house drunk. | took her to my 

room to rest and recover. After Ayna came back 

to normal state, suddenly | felt her repeated 

unusual touch, and her talking style also made 

me scared. After this incident, the distance 

between our friendship increased. We rarely 

meet now. The last time we met, | asked Ayna 

about her feelings for me, her answer was - "I 

couldn't control myself earlier, now | can!" 

ARPA ALT: BT Aral AGE, CARICA 

Interview: Swapna Rani Mandal <S = = = 8 = SGBV: Sexual Harassment 
Ft fe = we 

es = = = & = 



Johnny Akhter is sexually harassed by 

her female friend 

“fil Sep foetal GSI 
SAG Saal SMA 

BIND Kal PY CAND BIT | 

AIAIO SMA Frql FA 
fs 1" 

- Gla SIS 

DIM <a AKA SRS A 
SPE AG WI CAI TTA 

Bl Saal TMA AOI AN 

WI PAI Acts ABET WMA 

aaa CE ST CHE Keil 

SHS AMABE GAA BQ GZ aT | = 

aid GRBA Gia Ga Ges ee) 
Safle TAP AAG WIS SYA PA | FAT ACT SUA STATA 
Bed TOR BS | PRWT HT Sala SCH | ABS STAT HA WATS 
CRT CH STN SPE PRACS BP aI Goss feral BT! FS RWET 
oa oe cea afei- bel GK GBA fea we, oad 
Oa OM PEI ANS IA | SRA Ser, “SUN GIR fay Subifel, 
GI FI AWA TIS Sore | Sa Sass a BS, COTA SUPT 

GIGTAG |” SA GIA SI Al WS | STA YS ATA Astor | TAP 

RTE 86 | RPT PR faa GATT SOT SRT STAT GIP 
Xl PY AS S| ewes ois Bgl Fa fs | fAPnszen rT 

BOT UE | SHA AAAPSA Slat Ses HG | <P Seal SMS Sal AT 
UP I RS mfeifet | 

WPISP ALI: Giel AMA, CERIO 

Interview: Jony Akter 

"When the rickshaw 

came to a secluded 

place, Tahmina 

grabbed me and 

wanted to kiss me. | 

cried in shock." 

- Jony Akter 

| was introduced to Tahmina in 

messenger through one of my 

friends. In messenger, Tahmina 

used to tell me such things that a 
boyfriend usually shares with 

girlfriend. However, | did not pay 

much attention to these things. 

One day Tahmina requested me 
to go to market with her to buy a mobile phone. 
Accordingly, | waited for her and after a while Tahmina 

came. We met for the first time. She took me to a 

restaurant for coffee. After a while, | said to Tahmina, 

let’s go to buy your mobile, | have to leave for my tuition. 

Tahmina said - “I didn't come to buy a mobile, | came to 

spend time with you. | like you and love you.” | was 

surprised to hear that and became surprised. | felt 

uneasy. Then, | left the restaurant and took a rickshaw to 

go home. Tahmina also got on my rickshaw. When the 

rickshaw came to a secluded place, Tahmina grabbed me 

and wanted to kiss me. | cried in shock. The rickshaw 

puller stopped the rickshaw, more people came forward. 

| took another rickshaw and went home. | was mentally 

broken. After this incident, | could not go outside home 

for few days due to fear. " 

SGBV: Sexual Harassment 



Anwar is mentally injured after being 

raped 

Photo Number: PV1-025 

"| needed a qualified 

teacher to make up for 

the learning losses. But 

he inflicted a loss on my 

body and mind." 

- Anwar 

| hired a private tutor to 

compensate for the loss of my 

FESS SAT SU GTS TS | Bare 0 ES 
Ba FOI Me Wa GAA AT AS <eta| SQW va AT 
GINS FIA AIHSP ES AASA 3 SETS HS GPL AT SINISA 
BY Ta ee SHA GIGIOTE Ma DA Hol MA Tews pra! oul 

RAGS Ws | SS SS WA STA AANA PF PAT GF FA AL OMAP 

BReHiga 1a CIA et Pe | Oa fA Ge Sora TIE aaa SH 
bal WS WT! OAS SASK TN Bol Cal APT oI sae 

SINE Aga Te Wl KH Heya We <PATI Hal TS Fa MOSH 
Tea Pfs AT TATSHS TTA BB/ASAIA SITS OMAP LAT SRT | 
IIA THA AI SA Lica Fea B81 TS IGA AKA SMA Bors 
onfa aT 

WCF ALT: Aa TBM OIG, CERIOTS 

Interview: Babor Sajjad Anowar 

studies during the Corona 

period. | used to go to the 

teacher's house three days a week to study. Once, 

on a rainy day, the teacher asked me to go his home. 

After a while he started discussing about pubertal 

changes, attraction to opposite sex, and asked me if 

| like homosexuality. | got nervous. Gradually the 

teacher started touching my body and raped me 

after much force. Before my anticipation, that 

casualty happened. Then, somehow, | escaped 

myself and came home. | bled profusely. | had been 

crying in pain for a few days, but | can't tell anyone. 

Later the teacher raped me again two-three times. 

In this way | was often raped by him. | was mentally 

broken, and still, | can't forget this incident. 

SGBV: Sexual Harassment 



Farzana is confident in expressing her 

DIR QS AI v/a Aga GMT Slat 
Wa oF afi tS ova TAA 

BS! Gls AN QP SAHA APTI 

DIC | STA GAB Gel Gila WADA 

wa 3 faafeed aD! FAT OF 
DIN INAH Ke AS BT STATA 
ays AMIS! OF SET Beg Bras 
oI Ta a5 fis| Paha 
FHA Cel | HY SAA A GTS GS PIA FAS MNafBet | SATS 
GIA TI SS SIN ADT AS Aa FE MANE | SIS STAI AST 
QIbT OMA Sel ACT al ONS aT AeT Aelat Ces Pea | SMA etal 

al ao Ficerfe | 

WRC ALT: BAG GMsIa Aba, BAIA 

Interview: Farzana Akhtar 

opinion with the support of her mother 

Photo Number: PV1-026 

SEMPRA: Hegel He, CIO 

"I've learned to say 

“NO” now." 

- Farzana 

About 8 or 9 years ago, when | 
was in 3rd standard, my cousin 

from the village came to visit our 

house. | did not like his coming to 

our house. | always felt scared 

and annoyed of him. Because the 
way he used to cradle me made 
me feel uncomfortable. He used 
to touch me inappropriately. It 

went like this for a few days. But my mother gradually 

noticed the matter. Thus, one day, my mother kicked him 

out of our house. My mother told me, "Whatever you 

don't like, learn to say “No” to it from now on." Since then, 

| have learned to say no. 

SGBV: Sexual Harassment 




