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“For dowry they all pressurized me to abort my baby
and they used to taunt me...”

Neelima, at her age of 14, was married off by her family without her consent right after she passed her fifth
standard. Within four months of marriage, Nilima's husband and in-laws started torturing her for dowry. In this
situation Neelima came to know that she was pregnant. Hearing about the pregnancy, her husband and in-laws
increased physical and mental torture on her. At one point they pressurized Neelima for abortion. Nilima's
in-laws wanted her husband to get married for the second time, because Nilima's father could not pay the dowry
as promised at the time of her marriage. Neelima could not bear such inhuman torture and went back to her
father's house. After a few days, the child was born there. Her husband did not keep contact with Nilima and
her child. Neelima’s husband got married again. Nilima is currently working in a garment factory to support her
child. She is worried about the uncertain future of her child.

- Nilima (Pseudonym), Age:16
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Photo & Story: Sheikh Sumaiya, Youth volunteer
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"My cousin used to sexually abuse me often. When |
became sick my mother took me to pay a visit to a
doctor. The doctor said | was pregnant...”

One day in 2022, Naima’s cousin Sajal found Naima alone and raped her, and he threatened her not to tell
anyone at home. She didn’t tell anything out of fear and gradually she became physically and mentally ill. After
4 months, Naima's condition worsened. Her mother took her to a doctor. The doctor suggested a test, and
Naima was found pregnant with 5 months.

At first, Sajal did not want to admit this, but after being threatened by about police, he confessed and said that
he would marry Naima after having given birth to the baby. Naima's parents agreed for the fear of honor. 5
months later, Naima gave birth to a baby girl, but Sajal's family denied marrying Naima. Sajal fled the city as
Naima's father threatened Sajal about the police. Police have not found him yet.

- Naima (Pseudonym), Age: 17

Photo & Story: Halimatus Sadia, Youth volunteer
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"My husband was only a person of torture and obstacle in my life.
Community say - husbands are to beat and wives are to tolerate...”

My mother was meritorious. Being married at a young age, she could not complete her studies. Within 3 years
of marriage, she became a mother of two children. She did not get any support from family and husband during
pregnancy. Moreover, my father continued physical and mental torture on her. Later, she got a teaching job in
an NGO, and admitted herself for Bachelor’'s degree. But one day in my mother's absence, father burnt all her
books. So, it was not possible for my mother to continue her studies. Then she decided that her children would
persue her dreams which she could not fulfill. The struggle to raise her children started. Since my father did not
provide support to our family, my mother had to provide tuition to children at home. She also supported my
unemployed father’s daily expenses. Even after 23 years of marriage, my father raised hands on my mother in
front of us. This is the first time | dared to protest and stood by my mother.

- lkra (Pseudonym), Age: 21
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Photo & Story: Sanjida Islam Shila, Youth volunteer
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"My dream of starting a family was destroyed after being

gang-raped in the name of marriage...”
Amiran had an affair with Rabbi. Rabbi promised Amiran to marry. Amiran left her home and went out with Rabbi
to someone’s house to get married on the same day. At that house, Rabbi introduced Amiran to some of his

friends. And she was told that his friends would be with him for the wedding arrangements to be held at that
night. Later that evening, Rabbi’s friends began to arrive one by one.

Suddenly Rabbi took Amiran into a room, locked the door and raped her. Then Rabbi’s friends’ gang-raped her
one after one and all fled away. Later, the people of that house found Amiran and took her to the hospital. After
returning to normal condition, Amiran went to the police station and filed a case.

- Amiran (Pseudonym), Age: 15
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Photo & Story: Sabnil Sultana, Youth volunteer
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“...He intimidated me by threatening to make my pictures
viral, and he did with some. | became so worried and
ashamed to go outside..."

Bithi (pseudonym), 16 years old, a student of nine grade. When she was in the seventh grade, she got into a
relationship and shared personal pictures with her boyfriend. After a few days when they broke up, the boy
started to blackmail Bithi to make those pictures viral. He repeatedly threatened Bithi, "I will show the pictures to
your parents and send the pictures to the phones of your neighbors".

Bithi was very scared after hearing this but could not share this matter with anybody. Meanwhile, the boy sent
those pictures to many people, and everyone came to know about it. As a result, Bithi panicked and mentally
broke down. But, since the boy was already known as a local scoundrel in the community, Bithi’'s neighbors
warned him to stay away from Bithi and stop doing any harm to her. They also warned him about the punishment
mentioned under the ICT Act for misusing social media. Since then, the boy stopped disturbing Bithi anymore.

- Bithi (Pseudonym), Age: 16
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Photo & Story: Muntaher Arafat, Youth volunteer
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“ ... My mother believes, "Even if | die beaten by husband,
it's heaven...”

Suchana’s parents had a love marriage. But her father got remarried just after a few years. From then on, their
lives became turbulent. Suchana's father used to beat her mother and family members often. After her father's
second marriage, he did not pay any family expenses. So, Suchana’s mother started working in garments.
Sometimes her father used to beat her mother if she was late coming from duty. Her father had an inappropriate
attitude towards his own daughters in the absence of the mother.

Moreover, her father used to sexually abuse her mother. Her mother felt ashamed to share this with her children
initially, one day she couldn't help herself but to share them everything. One day, Suchana's father suddenly
started to beat her mother severely twisting the veil around her mother's neck. When she went for treatment, the
doctor told her mother to file a case against her husband. Her daughters also told her many times to sue him.
But her mother says, "Even if | die beaten by husband, it's heaven!"

- Suchana (Pseudonym), Age: 14

Photo & Story: Muntaher Arafat, Youth volunteer
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"Everything created by God is beautiful. As | am dark and short, they
do whatever they want to do with me. They seem to get relieved only if
they can marry me off by force, even with dowry..."

Since Runa’s complexion is dark and she is short, | have seen her being neglected since her childhood. Her
parents had to listen to things like, “Your girl looks black and short! It will be very difficult for you to marry her
off.

One day, suddenly, Runa was married off by her family without any basic information about her husband. Right
after marriage, she finds out that her husband is not normal, has physical complications and cannot even speak
properly. At local mediation, her in-laws acknowledged their son's problem. Then Runa got divorced. Now, her
family is trying hard to marry her off again even with dowry.

- Runa (Pseudonym), Age: 21

Photo & Story: Sabikun Nahar Rumki, Youth volunteer
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"My father was already a drug addict before marriage, but my
grandparents hid this during their marriage. They thought that my
father would be changed if he got married and had children. But ..."

My mother had arranged marriage and my father was ten years older than her. Within a month, my mother
noticed that my father was not talking to her properly. He vandalized everything in the house just for silly
matters. Also, he used to physically assault my mother for small issues. Meanwhile, in-laws of my mother
pressurized her to have a baby soon. | was born after a while. Even having a daughter, my father had no
interest in his child and did not change himself at all. Therefore, my mother’s family had a talk with my father’s
family to solve issues.

They finally admitted that their son was already drug addicted before marriage. They married him off hiding the
fact so that he would be changed after marriage. Not seeing any change, they put pressure on my mother to
have a child. But despite all this, there was no change in him. Then my mother could not bear the torture and
came to her father's house with me. My father and his family had not been in contact with us since then.

We came to know that they too could not bear the torture of their son and sent him to a rehabilitation center for
treatment.

- Tanha (Pseudonym), Age: 14
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Photo & Story: Sanjida Islam Shila, Youth volunteer







“I never received the love of my parents. Now | want to know, is this
the love of husband that my grandmother dreamed of for me?..."

When Buli was one and a half years old, her mother lost her mental sanity and disappeared. She grew up with
her grandmother. A few days later her father also died of a stroke. Grandmother used to tell stories to Buli at
night, "When you get married, you will see your husband will love very much". Buli used to smile and not say
anything. Maybe since then she started walking with a dream.

When little Buli was 14 or 15 years, she was suddenly married off. Buli thought her grandmother's story would
be true, but it was not. Her husband used to come drunk every night and beat her. Buli would cry, because she
thought she was unfortunate, she had no one else. Soon, a daughter came across her lap. Buli thought that
after having the child her husband would get better. But because she had a daughter, her husband left her
alone forever and disappeared somewhere. Neighbors say he may have remarried elsewhere.

- Buli (Pseudonym), Age: 17
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Photo & Story: Amit Kumar Bhowmik, Youth volunteer
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"My life is ruined because of dowry and addiction. Even my child was
not spared from my husband's abuse..."

Jahanara got married only at the age of 14. On the very wedding night, verbal abuse started as the full amount
of dowry was not given. After a few days, verbal abuse turns into physical assault. Eventually, Jahanara
realized that her husband was a drug addict.

Even, the child was once pawned by her husband to get money from his wife for drugs. One day he tried to Kill
Jahanara by poison as she didn’t provide money for drugs. Jahanara survived luckily. Later she left the family
with the child and moved to Dhaka. But she has no one in Dhaka. Now, Jahanara has no options but to spend
her days with the little kid on the roadside or the foot over bridge.

- Jahanara (Pseudonym), Age: 18
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Photo & Story: Md Asif Reza, Youth volunteer
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"Everyone makes fun of me for being fat. No one wants to play with
me, | feel very sad. Now I don't feel like leaving my house anymore..."

Bijoy is a 10-year-old cheerful and friendly boy. But due to his fat body, he is always teased with harsh words
from his friends, neighbors, relatives, even teachers. Sometimes, he is called a baby elephant, sometimes
buffalo etc. Bijoy remains upset often now a days. He can't tell anyone about these things. At present, even if
someone gives him something to eat with love, he becomes upset.

Recently, he has almost stopped eating, drinking, and going out. He is always in a state of shame and fear of
hearing these things.

- Bijoy (Pseudonym), Age: 10

Photo & Story: Halimatus Sadia, Youth volunteer
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“I have no control on my physical condition, yet everyone keeps me
away. If anything happens, they raise their hands on me. | tolerate it
day after day. Am | not a human?..."

Rubel, 20 years old, comes from a poor and helpless family. Rubel’s behavior is not like a normal man.
Everyone laughs at his behavior. Rubel is, in fact, an epileptic patient. No one ever felt his helplessness, rather
goes through physical abuses in different incidents. It's just fun for others, but Rubel is devastated by intense
emotional pain. He can't explain his pain to anyone.

Recently, he has been diagnosed with a collection of fluid in the left side of his head.

- Rubel (Pseudonym), Age: 20
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Photo & Story: Amit Kumar Bhowmik, Youth volunteer
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"I needed a qualified teacher to make up for the learning losses. But
he inflicted a loss on my body and mind..."

| hired a private tutor to compensate for the loss of my studies during the Corona period. | used to go to the
teacher's house three days a week to study.

Once, on a rainy day, the teacher asked me to go his home. After a while he started discussing about pubertal
changes, attraction to opposite sex, and asked me if | like homosexuality. | got nervous. Gradually the teacher
started touching my body and raped me after much force. Before my anticipation, that casualty happened.
Then, somehow, | escaped myself and came home. | bled profusely. | had been crying in pain for a few days,
but | can't tell anyone.

Later the teacher raped me again two-three times. In this way | was often raped by him. | was mentally broken,
and still, | can't forget this incident.

- Anwar (Pseudonym), Age: 15
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Photo & Story: Babor Sajjad Anowar, Youth volunteer
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“I've learned to say “NO” now..."

About 8 or 9 years ago, when | was in 3rd standard, my cousin from the village came to visit our house. | did
not like his coming to our house. | always felt scared and annoyed of him. Because the way he used to cradle
me made me feel uncomfortable. He used to touch me inappropriately. It went like this for a few days. But my

mother gradually noticed the matter. Thus, one day, my mother kicked him out of our house. My mother told
me, "Whatever you don't like, learn to say “No” to it from now on."

Since then, | have learned to say no.

- Farzana (Pseudonym), Age: 15
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Photo & Story: Farzana Akhtar, Youth volunteer
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Improving Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in Dhaka Project

(A youth focused rights and development organization)
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